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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 


Form 45: Purpose of this form is to identify possible in-scope units for 
inclusion in the Survey of International Trade in Services. 


Form 60: Purpose of this form is to update corporate structure 
information relating to units selected for inclusion in the September 
quarter International Investment frame on an annual basis. 


Form 61: Purpose of this form is to identify possible in-scope units for 
inclusion in the Survey of International Investment. 


Form 62: Purpose of this form is to benchmark those units in the 
unselected portion of the International Investment frame on a 3 year 
rotational basis. 


PURPOSE 
Maintain adequate collection frames to ensure the collection of data 
in the SIl and SITS surveys. 


SCOPE 


It is not practical to give all economic entities in the Australian 
economy a chance of selection in the Survey of International 


Investment or Survey of International Trade in Services, since many 
will not have any international activity. 


Instead, the coverage of the surveys is all Australian enterprise 
groups which are known to have relevant international activity. This is 
defined in terms of frames created and managed by the IFAB Frames 
Management Unit. 


DATA DETAIL 


Conceptual framework 

refer to: 

CMS for International Investment (Survey of) & (Database: CMS R5 
Production; Author: Geoff Weatherhead; Created: 28/03/2001) 


CMS for International Trade in Services (Survey of) 4 (Database: CMS 
R5 Production; Author: Geoff Weatherhead; Created: 28/03/2001) 


Main outputs 


Results used to enhance the International Investment and 
International Trade in Services quarterly frames. This is important as 
the SITS and SII frames currently consist of approximately 1100 units 
and this change in population impact on their output is significant. 


Classifications 


refer to: 
CMS for International Investment (Survey of) € (Database: CMS R5 
Production; Author: Geoff Weatherhead; Created: 28/03/2001) 


CMS for International Trade in Services (Survey of) & (Database: CMS 
R5 Production; Author: Geoff Weatherhead; Created: 28/03/2001) 


Other concepts (summary) 
refer to: 
CMS for International Investment (Survey of) & (Database: CMS R5 


Production; Author: Geoff Weatherhead; Created: 28/03/2001) 


CMS for International Trade in Services (Survey of) 4) (Database: CMS 


R5 Production; Author: Geoff Weatherhead; Created: 28/03/2001) 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 


Comments and/or Other Regions 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Quarterly 


Frequency comments 

This CMS entry is to be used to combine all frames management 
surveys which support the Survey of International Investment and the 
Survey of Trade in Services. 


There will be 6 forms despatched. Four will be quarterly and 2 
annually. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 

Prior to this collection there were two separate collections: IFAB 
Frames Maintenance (International Trade in Services, Survey of) and 
IFAB Frames Maintenance (Internatiional Investment, Survey of). 
Previous to that the forms were part of the suite of forms making up 
the Survey of International Trade in Services and the Survey of 
International Investment respectively. The only addition to this 
collection is the Form 64 which will be intiially used in February 2005 
during the SITS major coverage exercise to collect information on 
both Services and International Investment activity by potential units. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
No 


Data availability comments 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
14/05/2009 07:36 AM 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 
The Import Price Index measures changes in prices of imports of 
merchandise into Australia. 


PURPOSE 
The main uses of the indexes are: 


e inthe calculation of constant price National Accounts estimates. 
e for economic analysis. 
e for contract adjustment. 


SCOPE 

The Import Price Index measures changes in prices of imports of 
merchandise into Australia. The index numbers for each quarter 
relate to prices of imports landed in Australia during the quarter. The 
index, either directly or indirectly, covers about 95 per cent of 
merchandise imported during 1999-2000. About ninety three per cent 
of the items are directly represented. Two per cent of the items are 
not directly represented, however these items are indirectly 
represented by directly priced imports whose prices are considered to 
move similarly. 


DATA DETAIL 

Conceptual framework 

The index, either directly or indirectly, covers about 95 per cent of 
merchandise imported during 1999-2000. About ninety three per cent 
of the items are directly represented. Approximately two per cent of 
the items are not directly represented, however these items are 


indirectly represented by directly priced imports whose prices are 
considered to move similarly. Relevant directly represented items 
therefore carry not only the weight of priced items but also the weight 
of these unpriced items. 


Approximately five per cent of all merchandise imported is neither 
directly nor indirectly represented because of the inherent difficulties 
in pricing the items to a constant quality. These unrepresented items 
include: 


jewellery and other articles of precious metal n.e.s.; 
military equipment; 

special transactions; 

commodities not classified according to kind; 

works of art, collectors pieces, antiques; and 

ships of various types. 


The index is a fixed weights index. The items included in the index 
were selected on the basis of the value of merchandise imports 
landed in Australia during 1999-2000. 

Main outputs 

The main outputs are presented in the quarterly International Trade 
Price Indexes, Australia (ABS Cat. no. 6457.0). 


Classifications 

Following analysis of the results of a survey of users of the index, the 
Standard International Trade Classification (SITC), Revision 3 was 
chosen as the primary classification system for the new index. To 
comply with international statistical agreements, indexes are also 
available on request published according to the Harmonised Tariff 
Item Statistical Classification (HTISC), based on the international 
Harmonised System (HS). 


Indexes are also produced classified according to the 1993 edition of 
the Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial Classification 
(ANZSIC), (previously Australian Standard Industrial Classification 
(ASIC), 1983 edition), the 1986 edition of the United Nations’ 
Classification by Broad Economic Categories (BEC) and by Balance 
of Payment's BEC End-use categories. 


Other concepts (summary) 
All concepts have been noted in Conceptual Framework. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 


Comments and/or Other Regions 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Quarterly 


Frequency comments 
Up to, and including, June 1997 collection was monthly. From that 
date collection is quarterly. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 

The Import Price Index is compiled quarterly from September quarter 
1997. From April 1991 to June 1997 it was compiled on a monthly 
basis. Prior to April 1991 it had been compiled as a quarterly series, 
on the reference base: 1981-82 = 100.0 from the September quarter 
1981 until June quarter 1991. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 
A large amount of data is available through special data services, 
utilising the GSSS package. 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
27/02/2003 05:38 PM 
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Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

The survey was funded by the Inbound Tourism Organisation of Australia (ITOA). 
The survey was conducted annually from the 1992-93 financial year to the 1995-96 
financial year. Businesses identified as Inbound Tour Operators by ITOA are the 
poulation for the survey. The survey provides measures of business performance ata 
broad state level. 


PURPOSE 
Results from the survey are used to provide governments and industry with broad 
information on the activities of the inbound tourism industry. 


SCOPE 

All Australian businesses selling inbound tour packages overseas are in scope for the 
survey. A comprehensive list of these businesses is provided to the ABS by the 
Inbound Tourism Organisation of Australia. 


DATA DETAIL 


Conceptual framework 
The population for the survey is a comprehensive listing of inbound tour operators 
provided to the ABS by the Inbound Tourism Organisation of Australia. 


The framework for Tourism statistics is available via the Tourism Theme Page on the 
ABS website (www.abs.gov.au). 


Main outputs 
The main outputs from this survey are: 


number of inbound tour operating businesses; 
number of passengers; 

gross invoices by country of origin; 

number of employees; 

language skill of employees; and 

anticipated levels of employment. 


Classifications 
not applicable 
Other concepts (summary) 


not applicable 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 

1. National & State/Territory\1.01 Australia 

1. National & State/Territory\1.03 Selected States or Territories only\1.03.01 New 
South Wales 

1. National & State/Territory\1.03 Selected States or Territories only\1.03.02 Victoria 
1. National & State/Territory\1.03 Selected States or Territories only\1.03.03 
Queensland 

1. National & State/Territory\1.03 Selected States or Territories only\1.03.05 Western 
Australia 


Comments and/or Other Regions 
Plus other States/Territories combined. 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Other 


Frequency comments 
This survey was conducted in respect of 1994-95 and 1995-96. The 1995-96 cycle 
was the final cycle. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 
Conducted annually between 1992-93 and 1995-96. Overseas tourism marketing 
expenditure questions were included in 1992-93 and 1994-95. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 

Data is available for 1994-95 and 1995-96 in the publication Inbound Tour Operators, 
Australia (ABS Cat No. 8690.0). The final issue of this publication was the 1995-96 
issue. 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
10/05/2002 09:32 AM 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

The Survey of Income and Housing Costs and Amenities collected 
level and source cash income for both current and previous financial 
year, with employment and educational details, demographic details, 
housing costs and housing amenities from each person over 15 in 
private households and special dwellings. 


PURPOSE 

The level of cash income is an indicator of economic well being. For 
government social security policy makers , researchers and social 
commentators information is required on the distribution of income 
over the whole population. They also need to know about 
demographic and other characteristics of the individuals or families 
as for example family size and composition are important factors in 
determining economic need. Differing levels of housing costs also 
affect needs. 

For those interested in labour market analysis data on wages and 
salaries, hours of work, age, sex, educational qualifications etc are 
required. 


SCOPE 

The scope was persons over 15 in private households and special 
dwellings excluding institutions in Australia 

MPS rules applied to scope except that members of the Australian 


Permanent Defence Forces living off base were in scope. 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 


Main outputs 

Persons earned income (period), occupation, full time, part time 
educational qualifications labour force status age sex 

Income units income from all sources (current usual), housing cost 
and tenure type 

Households housing costs and amenities. 


Classifications 

The main classifications used in the IDS are Source of Income, 
Principal Source of Income, Country of Birth, Marital Status, Labour 
Force Status, Hours Worked, Full-time/Part-time status, Occupation, 
Industry, Dwelling Structure, Educational Qualification, Nature of 
housing occupancy, Household Composition, Type, Relationship in 
Household, Income Unit Type. IDS data item concepts and 
classifications largely conform with established standards, as 
documented in the Directory of Concepts and Standards for Social, 
Labour and Demographic Statistics. See the SSOS data item list 


Other concepts (summary) 

Income Unit - An income unit is one person or a group of related 
persons, within a household whose command over income is 
assumed to be shared. Income sharing is assumed to take place 
between partners in a couple (married and de facto) and between 
parents and their dependent children. An income unit may be a 
couple with or without dependent children, a single parent with 
dependent children or a single person. 


Negative income from own business or rent was set to zero before 
total income was calculated. 

Income of full-time students over 15 is not included in income unit 
income. 

Women who changed marital status during the financial year were 
considered out on scope for period income even if they had earned 
income. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 
New South Wales 


Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 

Western Australia 

Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

ACT 

Capital City Statistical Division 
Other (specify below) 


Comments and/or Other Regions 

Capital city/Rest of State data is collected for all States. NT and ACT 
data is only collected at the Territory level. Remote and sparsely 
settled areas are excluded. This has a significant impact on Northern 
Territory estimates. Northern Territory estimates are mainly 
representative of urban areas. 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
5 Yearly 


Frequency comments 
Survey has been superseded by the survey of income and housing 
costs 


COLLECTION HISTORY 

Previous Surveys were conducted in 1982 and 1986. This survey has 
been superseded by the continuous Survey of Income and Housing 
Costs which commenced in July 1994 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
02/09/2004 12:35 PM 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 


The Survey of Income and Housing (SIH) (previously known as the 
Survey of Income and Housing Costs (SIHC)) is a household survey 
which collects information on sources of income, amounts received, 
housing characteristics, household characteristics and personal 
characteristics. Income is collected on both a current and financial 
year basis. In some cycles from 2003-04, information on household 
net worth is also collected. The survey scope covers residents of 
private dwellings in both urban and rural areas of Australia. The survey 
was conducted for most years from 1994-95 to 2003-04 (no survey 
was run in 1998-99 or 2001-02), from which year it is being conducted 
biennially. 


PURPOSE 


The principal objective is to facilitate the analysis and monitoring of the 
social and economic welfare of Australian residents in private 
dwellings. The main users are government and other social and 
economic analysts involved in the development, implementation and 
evaluation of social and economic policies. 


The major uses for the income data are poverty studies, planning 
income support, taxation policy and comparing the wellbeing of 
individuals or groups of individuals. 


The major uses for the housing data are housing affordability studies, 


housing assistance schemes and the comparison of the costs of 
various types of tenure. 


SCOPE 
Scope 


The survey collects information from usual residents of private 
dwellings in urban and rural areas of Australia, covering about 98% of 
the people living in Australia. Private dwellings are houses, flats, home 
units, Caravans, garages, tents and other structures that were used as 
places of residence at the time of interview. Long-stay caravan parks 
are also included. These are distinct from non-private dwellings which 
include hotels, boarding schools, boarding houses and institutions. 
Residents of non-private dwellings are excluded. 


The survey also excludes: 


e households which contain members of non-Australian defence 
forces stationed in Australia 

e households which contain diplomatic personnel of overseas 
governments 

e households in collection districts defined as very remote (in 2003- 
04 those in collection districts in defined as Indigenous 
Communities were also excluded). This has only a minor impact 
on aggregate estimates except in the Northern Territory where 
such households account for about 24% of the population. 


Coverage 

Information is collected only from usual residents. Usual residents are 
residents who regard the dwelling as their own or main home. Others 

present are considered to be visitors and are not asked to participate 

in the survey. 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 


The Survey of Income and Housing is largely consistent with the 
concepts described in the following documents: 


Final Report and Recommendations: Expert Group on Household 
Income Statistics (The Canberra Group) 
http://www.lisdatacenter.org/books/the-canberra-group-expert-group- 
on-household-income-statistics-final-report-and-recommendations/ 


17th International Conference of Labour Statistician's Resolution on 


Household Income and Expenditure Statistics 
http://www. ilo.org/public/english/bureau/stat/download/1 7thicls/final. pdf 


Main outputs 


Household Income and Income Distribution, Australia (ABS cat. no. 
6523.0) (previously Income Distribution, Australia) 


In its current form, this publication examines the level and distribution 
of household income for persons in Australia. 


Population units: most income data is presented with respect to 
numbers of persons, but with persons described in terms of their 
household characteristics, including household income. 


Type of statistics: the main income concept used is equivalised 
disposable household income, presented in terms of means, medians, 
percentiles, income shares and Gini coefficients; the characteristics of 
different segments of the population are mostly described in terms of 
the proportion of households with the characteristics concerned. 


Main breakdown categories: income quintiles, principal source of 
household income, household composition, age of reference person, 
percentage contribution of government pensions and allowances to 
income, dwelling tenure type, and state/territory by capital city/ 
balance of state. 


Household Wealth and Wealth Distribution (ABS cat. no. 6554.0) 


This publication presents estimates of household net worth, or wealth, 
classified by various characteristics, including summary measures of 
the distribution of household net worth in Australia. The first issue of 
this publication was in respect of 2003-04. 


Survey of Income and Housing, Confidentialised Unit Record File 
(ABS cat. no. 6541.0.30.001) (Survey of Income and Housing Costs, 


up until 2000-01) 


This is a comprehensive full sample dataset. Data are provided for 
each household, income unit and person used in the final estimation 
(except for a very small number of unusual records that may be 
removed to preserve confidentiality). Data items include household 
and family relationship codes, demographic, labour force, income and 
housing data. 


For 2003-04, the SIH CURF was released in conjunction with the 
Household Expenditure Survey CURF as ABS cat. no. 6540.0. 


Housing Occupancy and Costs, Australia (ABS cat. no. 
4130.0.55.001) (previously 4130.0) 


This publication examines housing costs and compares them to 
household income. It also provides information about the value of 
owner occupied dwellings and characteristics of recent home buyers. 


Classifications 


The main classifications used in the SIH are Source of Income, 
Principal Source of Income, Country of Birth, Marital Status, Labour 
Force Status, Hours Worked, Full-time/Part-time Status, Occupation, 
Industry, Educational Qualification, Relationship in Household, 
Dwelling Tenure Type, Landlord Type, Household Composition, 
Dwelling Structure, Income Unit Type, State, and Part of State. 


Other concepts (summary) 


Gini coefficient; equivalence scale; equivalised, or equivalent, income; 
gross income; disposable income; quintiles, deciles and percentiles. 


These concepts are described in the explanatory notes, appendices 
and glossary of Household Income and Income Distribution, Australia 
(ABS cat. no. 6523.0) and in Household Expenditure Survey and 
Survey of Income and Housing: User Guide (ABS cat. no. 6503.0). 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

ACT 

Capital City Statistical Division 


Comments and/or Other Regions 
Households in collection districts defined as very remote are excluded. 


Capital city/Rest of State data is collected for all States. NT estimates 
are produced for Capital City and Total NT, but are mainly 
representative of urban areas. ACT data are only compiled at the 


Territory level. 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
2 Yearly 


Frequency comments 


From 1994-95 to 2003-04, the survey was conducted in most years. 
(No surveys were run in 1998-99 and 2001-02). From 2003-04, it is 
being conducted biennially. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 


Periodic income surveys were conducted every three to four years 
from 1969 to 1990. These surveys were run over a 3 or 4 month 
period in the latter part of the year. The Survey of Income and Housing 
Costs (SIHC) commenced in July 1994. The survey is run throughout 
the financial year and has been run in most years from 1994-95 to 
2003-04, from which time it is being conducted biennially. It was 
renamed the Survey of Income and Housing (SIH) in 2002-03. 


From 1994-95 to 2002-03, the SIH was conducted as part of the 
Monthly Population Survey (MPS). The sample for the SIH was 
selected from households that had been respondents for 8 months in 
the MPS. Information about the demographic and labour force 
characteristics of the population collected in the Labour Force Survey 
(the main component of the MPS) was combined with information on 
income collected in the SIH. 


From 2003-04 the SIH has been conducted as a Special 
Supplementary Survey. In 2003-04 the SIH was integrated with the 
Household Expenditure Survey (HES) - this is intended to occur each 
time the HES is conducted (every 6 years). The integration was 
achieved by selecting a subsample of the households in the SIH and 
asking them the additional questions required for HES purposes. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 


The Indigenous Health Survey (IHS) is part of a series of surveys run in conjunction 
with the National Health Survey (a triennial collection), to collect information about 
the health status of Indigenous Australians, their use of health services and facilities, 
and health related aspects of their lifestyle. Initially the IHS will be conducted in 
conjunction with the first two National Health Surveys in 2001 & 2004, and every 6 
years thereafter. 


PURPOSE 


The aim of the survey is to obtain national benchmark information on a range of 
health issues to enable comparisons between the health characteristics of 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians and to allow trends in the health of 
Indigenous Australians to be monitored over time. 


SCOPE 


Scope: all geographic areas are included within the scope of the survey. The 
questionnaire used in sparsely settled areas has a reduced content and in some 
cases modified question wording to collect data of the best quality possible. Only 
persons in private dwellings are within scope of the survey. 


Coverage: due to limitations in the sample frame for sparsely settled (remote) areas, 
coverage of people living in sparsely settled areas only includes those who reside in 
discrete Indigenous communities. In addition, Indigenous children can only be 

selected in the survey if they live in the same household as one or more Indigenous 


persons aged 18 years or over. These exclusions are considered relatively minor and 
people in these areas will be represented in survey results. 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 
Not applicable 

Main outputs 


The content for the 2001 Indigenous Health Survey is in common with that collected 
in the National Health Survey (NHS) to allow comparability with non-Indigenous data. 
The NHS covers 5 main areas: 


e Indicators of health status (Self-assessed health status, health transition, quality 
of life scale, K10 scale to indicate psychological distress, long-term conditions 
focussing in particular on asthma, diabetes, cardiovascular and cancer), and 
injuries 

e Health-related actions taken (visits to hospitals and day clinics, consultations with 
doctors, dentists and other health professionals, use of medications (for national 
health priority area conditions only), days away from work and other days of 
reduced activity). 

e Health risk factors (smoking, alcohol consumption, diet, exercise, body mass, 
sun protection, breastfeeding, immunisation), 

e Supplementary women's health items (breast and cervical cancer screening 
practices, contraceptive/protective behaviours, Hormone Replacement Therapy, 
breastfeeding history), and 

e Demographic and socio-economic characteristics (standard range of items, plus 
Indigenous status, private health insurance and housing). 


The content for Indigenous Health Survey (IHS) has been restricted to items that are 
culturally appropriate for the Indigenous population and will provide acceptable data 
quality. For these reasons the content for the non-sparsely settled (urban/remote) 
and sparsely (remote) settled component of the IHS is a subset of that collected in 
the NHS. 


Non-sparse(urban/rural) content 


For the non-sparsely settled (urban/rural) component the only exclusion from the 
NHS content is the Kessler 10 scale to indicate psychological distress. These 
questions were excluded from the Indigenous survey due to concerns raised by key 
Indigenous advisory groups about the culturally appropriateness of the Kessler 10 for 
measuring the mental health of Indigenous persons. 


Sparsely settled (remote) content 


The content for the sparsely settled component will be a subset (approximately 50%) 
of that collected in the NHS. The sparsely settled content is confined to those items 


for which acceptable data quality levels can be achieved. 


Person level estimates will be produced describing the prevalence of various 
Indigenous health characteristics in 2001. 


Standard outputs will be person level estimates only. 


Results from the survey will be available in the publication 2001 National Health 
Survey: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Results, Australia (4806.0). 


Special tables, compiled to individual user specifications, will also be available on 
request. 


Classifications 


ABS standard classifications were used for items describing standard demographic, 
socio-economic, education, labour force, housing and other characteristics. 


The main NHS specific classifications used were: 


The classification of medical conditions. Three ABS developed classifications of 
conditions will be available for use in data output: 


e aclassification based on the 9th Revision of the International Classification of 
Diseases, similar to that used in the 1995 National Health Survey. 

e aclassification based on the 10th Revision of the International Classification of 
Diseases, and 

e aclassification based on the International Classification of Primary Care (ICPC) 


The classification of medication types, based on the WHO Anatomical Therapeutic 
Chemical Classification (ATCC), modified for use in this survey. 


Details of the classifications will be contained in 2001 National Health Survey: Users 
Guide (ABS Cat No 4364.0) which is scheduled to be released in September 2002. 


Other concepts (summary) 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 

1. National & State/Territory\1.01 Australia 

2. Parts of State\2.11 Section of State (SOS) 

2. Parts of State\2.12 Other Geographic Areas\2.12.13 Other 


Comments and/or Other Regions 


In addition to those marked above, output will be available for broad national regions 
( such as sparsely settled areas/non-sparsely settled areas). Broad regions based on 
the Australian Standard Geographic Classification (ASGC) Remoteness Structure 


Areas may also be available (based on the Accessibility/Remoteness Index of 
Australia (ARIA) methodology). 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
6 Yearly 


Frequency comments 


The 2001 Indigenous health survey will be the first in a series of collections to provide 
information on Indigenous health over the next 10 years. It will build on past ABS 
surveys that have provided Indigenous health information, such as the 1995 National 
Health Survey (NHS) and the 1994 National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Survey. The 2001 Indigenous health survey will comprise of a supplementary sample 
of approximately 2,800 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander adults and children (in 
addition to the 500 to 600 expected to be enumerated in the NHS sample) to allow 
reliable national statistics on Indigenous health to be produced. This will be followed 
by a larger Indigenous sample of up to 11,000 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people for the 2004 NHS which will support estimates at the State/Territory and 
national levels. Thereafter, Indigenous supplementation of the NHS is planned to 
occur every 6 years, in parallel with every second NHS. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 


1995 National Health Survey: Indigenous estimates were produced from this 
collection based on a sample of approximately 1,800 Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people living in urban/rural areas of Australia. Information collected from 
Indigenous people living in remote areas were excluded due to concerns about data 
quality. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 


Results from the survey will be available from October 2002. 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

Indigenous population projections are produced once every five 
years. New projections are produced in order to take advantage of 
the most recent information on components of population change and 
to take account of the latest estimates of the resident population and 
thereby service the needs of users with up-to-date population 
projections. 


Ad hoc projections are produced on a consultancy basis where the 
client agrees to the assumptions and to meet the costs involved. 


For more information see 3228.0 - Demographic Estimates and 
Projections: Concepts, Sources and Methods 


PURPOSE 

The projections are used to help address a large range of issues 
including those associated with retirement income, population, 
housing and parliamentary representation. 


SCOPE 


DATA DETAIL 


Conceptual framework 
There are many techniques which may be used for population 


projections, ranging from simple extrapolations through broad 
economic, social and time-series analysis to detailed component 
methods. The choice of technique largely depends on the resources 
at hand and the availability of reliable data. 


The ABS uses the cohort-component method which begins with a 
base population for each sex by single years of age and advances it 
year by year by applying assumptions regarding future fertility, 
mortality and migration. This procedure is repeated for each year in 
the projection period for each State and Territory and for Australia. 
The resulting population projections for each year for the States and 
Territories, by sex and single year of age, are adjusted to sum to the 
Australian results. 


The Indigenous population projections contain an additional 
component - the propensity to identify as Indigenous. Also, the fertility 
component comprises two parts: (i) births to Indigenous women and 
(ii) births to non-Indigenous woman and Indigenous men (paternity 
rate). 


The projection results published by the ABS are not intended as 
predictions or forecasts, but are illustrations of growth and change in 
the population which would occur if the assumptions about future 
demographic trends prevail over the projection period. As such, it is 
the assumptions used which have the greatest baring on the final 
projected outcomes. 


While the assumptions for the projections are formulated on the basis 
of an assessment of past demographic trends, both in Australia and 
overseas, and their likely future dynamics, there is no certainty that 
any of the assumptions will or will not be realised. In addition, no 
assessment has been made of changes in non-demographic 
conditions. 


Accordingly, alternative projections are produced in recognition of this 
uncertainty and to provide users with a range of options. For 
example, the publication Experimental Projections of the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Population, 1996-2006 
(Catalogue no. 3231.0) contains two alternative series based on 
alternative assumptions of the propensity to identify as Indigenous. 
One assumption was used for each of fertility, mortality and 
migration. 


For more information on constructing population projections see 
3228.0 - Demographic Estimates and Projections: Concepts, Sources 
and Methods 


Main outputs 
The projected indigenous population by single year of age, sex and 
State/Territory at 30 June of each year in the projection period. 


Classifications 
The Australian Standard Geographical Classification (ASGC) is used. 


Other concepts (summary) 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 

Northern Territory 
ACT 

Other (specify below) 


Comments and/or Other Regions 
Projections for other areas can be produced on request. 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
5 Yearly 


Frequency comments 


COLLECTION HISTORY 

Experimental Indigenous population projections were first published 
by the ABS in May 1996. These projections were based on results 
from the 1991 Census of Population and Housing and covered the 
period 1991-2001. They were produced for Australia and the 
States/Territories. 


The second set of experimental Indigenous projections was 
published in July 1998, based on results from the 1996 Census of 
Population and Housing and covered the period 1996-2006. 


Projections for Australia and the States/Territories were produced. 


Base ||Month/Year Time __|/Population Catalogue 
Year ||published Period ||projected number 


es ee ee ee ee 


1991 ||May 1996 1991-2001)||National and 3231.0 
States/Territories 

1996 |\July 1998 1996-2006 ||National and 3231.0 
States/Territories 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 
Data availability comments 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

Collection of statistics on disputes which involve stoppages of ten 
working days or more. The statistics are compiled mainly from data 
obtained from employers on the nature and extent of the dispute. 
Once all disputes for a month are identified, additional information on 
the nature and extent of each dispute is obtained through a mail- 
out/mail-back collection, usually to employers, on the nature and 
extent of the dispute. Some data, e.g. working days lost ina 
particular strike, may be imputed. Due to the imputation procedures 
and the limitations on identification of disputes, the statistics should 
not be regarded as an exact measure of the extent of industrial 
disputation. 


PURPOSE 

To collect and disseminate quarterly statistics on the number of 
disputes, employees involved, working days lost and working days 
lost per thousand employees in industrial disputes involving 
stoppages of work of ten working days or more, classified by State, 
industry, working days lost per employee involved, cause of dispute 
and reason work resumed. 


SCOPE 

This collection includes all establishments that had industrial disputes 
which involved stoppages of work of ten days or more within the 
reference month. Ten working days is equivalent to the amount of 
ordinary time worked by ten people in one day. 


DATA DETAIL 


Conceptual framework 

Industrial disputes are included within the scope of the ID collection if 
the work stoppages amount to ten or more working days lost. Ten 
working days lost is equivalent to the amount of ordinary time which 
would have been worked, for example, during a stoppage of work by 
ten employees for one day, or, by 40 workers attending a 2 hour stop 
work meeting (assuming they worked an 8 hour day). Disputes which 
involve the equivalent of less than 10 working days lost are excluded. 


The disputes are identified through a range of sources, including 
media (internet), industrial relations commissions' listings, and 
contact with employer organisations and trade unions. 


Included in these statistics are unauthorised stopwork meetings, 
general strikes, sympathetic strikes (e.g. strikes in Support of a group 
of workers already on strike), political or protest strikes, rotating or 
revolving strikes, unofficial strikes and work stoppages initiated by 
employers (e.g. lockouts). Excluded from these statistics are work-to- 
rules, go-slows and bans (e.g. overtime bans). Also excluded are 
effects of disputes on locations other than where the stoppages 
occurred, such as stand-downs because of lack of materials, 
disruption of transport services and power cuts. 


In addition, if all employees involved in an industrial dispute resign, 
that dispute is deemed to have been resolved and it is excluded from 
the scope of the collection from the date of the employment 
termination. 


Main outputs 

Statistics on the number of disputes, employees involved, working 
days lost and working days lost per thousand employees in industrial 
disputes involving stoppages of work of ten working days or more 
classified by State, industry, working days lost per employee 
involved, cause of dispute and reason work resumed. 


Classifications 

Industry is classified according to the Australian and New Zealand 
Standard Industrial Classification (ANZSIC), 1993 (cat no. 1292.0). It 
replaced the Australian Standard Industrial Classification (ASIC) 
which had been in use for many years. Published data for periods 
prior to January 1994 for monthly data and December 1994 for 


annual data have been classified only according to ASIC. All data 
released electronically are classified using ANZSIC from 1984. 


Data are also classified by State. 


Other classifications unique to the industrial disputes collection 
include: 


1. Cause of dispute 
2. Working days lost per employee involved 
3. Reason work resumed 


Other concepts (summary) 

Disputes: An industrial dispute is defined as a state of disagreement 
over an issue or group of issues between an employer and its 
employees, which results in employees ceasing work. Industrial 
disputes comprise strikes, which are a withdrawal from work by a 
group of employees; and lockouts, which are a refusal by an 
employer or group of employers to permit some or all of their 
employees to work. 


A dispute affecting several locations is counted as a single dispute if 
it is organised or directed by the same organisation (e.g. trade union) 
or person; otherwise it is counted as a separate dispute at each 
location where it occurred. 


A dispute affecting more than one state and/or industry is counted in 
each state and/or industry in which it occurred, but only once at for 
Australia in total and for the total of all industries. 


When there is a return to work between stoppages over the same 
issue, and the return to work is for less than 2 complete months, the 
stoppages are counted as a single dispute. When the return to work 
is for two or more months, the dispute is considered to have ended at 
the time of the return to work. Should a subsequent stoppage occur, 
it is counted as a new dispute. 


Due to the ‘two month rule’ explained above, data relating to disputes 
which ended in the quarter can not be finalised until two months have 
elapsed without further industrial action. Consequently the publication 
of data for disputes which ended during the quarter has been lagged 
by one quarter. 


Disputes which occurred during the period: Encompasses those 
disputes which started in a previous period and ended in the 
reference period or; began and ended in the reference period or; 
began in the reference period and continued into the next period or; 
started prior to the reference period and continued past the reference 
period. 


Disputes which ended during the period: Encompasses those 


disputes which started in a previous period and ended in the 
reference period or; began and ended in the reference period. 


Cause of dispute statistics relate to the reported main cause of 
stoppage of work and not necessarily all causes that may have been 
responsible for the stoppage of work. For these reasons, the statistics 
do not reflect the relative importance of all causes of disputes as 
perceived by both employers and employees. The causes are 
classified from information supplied by employers and according to 
standards determined by the International Labour Organisation. 


Disputes are initially classified according to whether a dispute 
occurred during a process of workplace/enterprise bargaining. A 
process of workplace/enterprise bargaining refers to the negotiations 
that take place between an employer and their employees (or their 
representatives), in reaching an agreement over pay and 
employment conditions. 


Disputes not related to a process of workplace/enterprise bargaining 
include disputes relating to award negotiations and disputes relating 
to the content or application of an existing agreement (and do not 
seek to amend or terminate the agreement). 


Disputes are then further classified according to the main cause of 
the dispute. The classifications for Enterprise Bargaining (EB) related 
disputes are Remuneration; Employment conditions and Other EB 
related. The classifications for Non-Enterprise Bargaining (Non-EB) 
related disputes are Remuneration; Employment conditions; Health 
and safety; Job security; Managerial policy; Union issues and Other 
non-EB related. 


Employees: Refers to wage and salary earners only. Excluded are 
persons who are self-employed (e.g. building sub-contractors, owner- 
drivers of trucks) and employers. 


Employees directly involved: Refers to employees who actually 
participated in the dispute in order to enforce or resist a demand or to 
express a grievance. 


Employees indirectly involved: Refers to employees who were 
stood down at the location where the stoppages occurred, but who 
were not themselves parties to the dispute. Employees who were 
stood down at locations other than those where the disputes occurred 
are excluded. 


Employees newly involved: For a new dispute, comprises all 
employees who are involved and, for an ongoing dispute, those 
involved for the first time. 


Total employees involved: Comprises employees newly involved 
and, for an ongoing dispute, those who continue to be involved. Total 
employees involved for any period of time is obtained by adding 


together the number of employees involved in each dispute for the 
period. 


Working days lost: Refers to working days lost by employees 
directly and indirectly involved in the dispute. 


Working days lost per employee involved (formerly ‘Duration of 
dispute’): The average number of working days lost per employee 
involved in the dispute, calculated by dividing the number of working 
days lost in the dispute by the number of employees involved (both 
directly and indirectly). 


Working days lost per thousand employees: Working days lost 
per thousand employees are calculated for a quarterly period by 
dividing the total number of working days lost in the period by the 
total number of employees in the Australian labour force in the period 
(obtained from the ABS Labour Force Survey) and multiplying by 
1,000. Labour Force Survey employee estimates are revised every 5 
years as a result of the implementation of new population 
benchmarks from the Census of Population and Housing. As a result, 
estimates of working days lost per thousand employees are also 
subject to revision. 


Reason Work Resumed: Relates to the reason for ending the 
stoppage of work as reported and not necessarily to the reason(s) for 
settling all matters in dispute. Therefore, they do not reflect the 
relative importance of the work of various industrial tribunals 
operating under state and federal legislation. The classification of 
reason work resumed is Negotiation without intervention of a third 
party; State legislation; Federal legislation; Pre-determined return to 
work; Resumption without negotiation; Mediation and Other reasons. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

ACT 

Comments and/or Other Regions 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Monthly 


Frequency comments 
Data is collected monthly for the relevant month. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 

Quarterly from 1913 and monthly from 1970 to 2003. Quarterly 
statistics released from March quarter 2004, but collection of data 
from providers remains on a monthly cycle. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 

From March quarter 2004 onwards, ID statistics are being compiled 
and released on a quarterly basis, as an electronic publication (cat. 
no. 6321.0.55.001). Up to December 2003 a monthly printed 
publication (cat. no. 6321.0) was produced. Data are available on 
AusStats, ABS Website, ABS@, time series spreadsheets, AEI and 
as special data services available on request. 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 


This survey collects data for use in the Australian National Accounts. It is very small 
and only includes about 30 respondents. They provide data for use in calculating 
chain volume measures of gross value added for industries. These sum toa 
production based estimate of GDP) which along with income and expenditure based 
estimates is used to derive the GDP measure published in the main national 
accounts publication "Australian National Accounts, National income, Expenditure 
and Product" (5206.0). Productivity estimates are also generated using this data. 


PURPOSE 


Mainly to collect output indicators from major public and private sector enterprises in 
industries that are out of scope of quarterly business surveys. 


SCOPE 


The scope of All Industries Gross Value Added is all economic production which 
occurs in Australia. The coverage of this survey is quite small and only collects data 
from public and private sector enterprises that are not collected elsewhere within the 
ABS. 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 


GDP is defined as the total market value of goods and services produced in Australia 
after deducting the cost of goods and services used up in the process of production 
(intermediate consumption) but before deducting consumption of fixed capital.. There 
are three ways of measuring GDP - expenditure, income and production. This survey 
is associated with the production approach and is used to collect data for calculating 


an industry based chain volume measure of gross value added. The term "Chain 
Volume Measure" simply means that the direct effect of price changes have been 
removed and that for each year quantity movements are weighted together using 
prices from the previous year and the subsequent estimates for each year are linked 
together. 


Main outputs 


Quarterly chain volume measures of gross value added for all ANZSIC divisions and 
selected ANZSIC subdivisions, from 1974-75 to the current quarter. Annual estimates 
of gross value added per hour worked for selected industries. Quarterly estimates of 
gross value added per hour worked for All Industries and for the Market Sector. 


Classifications 

the ANZSIC classification is used exclusively 
Other concepts (summary) 

As stated above refer to 5216.0 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
1. National & State/Territory\1.01 Australia 
Comments and/or Other Regions 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Quarterly 
Frequency comments 


COLLECTION HISTORY 


Collection started in 1987-88 to fill a void in the scope of quarterly business surveys 
so that constant price estimates of GDP(P) could be compiled. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 

No 

Data availability comments 

The data collected are not disseminated in their own right, rather they are used to 
derive constant price estimates of gross product in the national accounts. 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 


The survey collected information about the sleeping positions of 
infants aged less than 2 years ie position placed in to sleep, position 
infant usually changes to and when usually changes position. 


PURPOSE 


Medical research had indicated that the sleeping position of infants 
may be a factor effecting the risk of deaths due to Sudden Infant 
Death Syndrome (SIDS). The research suggested that infants who 
sleep on their stomach (prone) had a higher risk of SIDS death than 
infants who sleep in other positions. The Survey of Infant Sleeping 
Positions was conducted to identify the patterns of sleeping positions 
and to enable the targeting of relevant education programs for 
parents and carers. 


SCOPE 


Information was obtained from occupants of selected dwellings 
(except those comprising members of defence forces, certain 
diplomatic personnel (customarily excluded from Census and 
population estimates), overseas visitors holidaying in Australia, 
members of non-Australian defence forces stationed in Australia and 
visitors to private dwellings) where there was one or more children 
aged less than 2 years. 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 


Data was collected in respect of all infants in sample (in on scope 
and coverage) who were aged less than 2 years at the time of the 
survey. 


Main outputs 


Estimates of infants by sleeping positions (as reported) cross 
classified by characteristics of infant. 


Classifications 

ABS standard classifications were used for items describing standard 
demographic, socio-economic, education, labour force, etc 
characteristics. 


Three fundamental survey specific classifications used were: 


e Position placed in to sleep/ position changed to - back, stomach, 
side, not stated 

e When usually changes position - asleep, awake, not stated. 

e Classification of all other variables in accordance with ABS 
standards current at the time of the survey. 


Other concepts (summary) 
Characteristics of family/nousehold and geographic characteristics 
(such as the sample permits). 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 

Western Australia 
Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

ACT 

Part of State Metropolitan 
Part of State Extra-Metropolitan 


Comments and/or Other Regions 


Not applicable 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Once Only 


Frequency comments 


There is a requirement to mount a follow-up survey to assess the 
current situation and effects of public education/awareness programs. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 


This survey was the first time this collection had been conducted. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 


Survey of infant sleeping positions, Australia, July 1992 (ABS Cat. 
No. 4386.0) 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

The survey aims to measure the production and distribution of Information 
Technology and Telecommunications goods and services. Results are compared 
with Australia's international trade in IT&T goods and services). 


The collection of statistics for the IT&T (Supply side) industry is planned to be 
undertaken every two years, on the odd numbered year. That is, the IT &T Industry 
Survey will be conducted for 2000-01, 2002-03, etc. 


An agreed list of IT&T goods and services (in consultation with users) is used to 
identify businesses specialising in IT&T. The list is tailored for the set of IT&T related 
industries (See below) which are covered in one discrete survey stream. Other 
industries which are part of the wider interest subsumed in the term information 
industries or information economy are dealt with in separate surveys (eg Radio and 
television services). 


The IT&T industries which will be covered in the one survey stream are: 


Manufacturing 

2430 Recorded Media Manufacturing and Publishing 

2841 Computer and Business Machine Mfg 

2842 Telecommunication, Broadcasting and Transceiving Equipment Mfg 
2849 Electronic Equipment Mfg nec 

2852 Electric Cable and Wire Mfg 


Wholesale 

4613 Computer Wholesaling 

4614 Business Machine Wholesaling 

4615 Electrical and Electronic Equipment Wholesaling nec 


Telecommunication Services 
7120 Telecommunication Services 


Computer Services 

7831 Data Processing Services 

7832 Information Storage and Retrieval Services 
7833 Computer Maintenance Services 

7834 Computer Consultancy Services 


The ABS Business Register provides the collection frame, supplemented only by a 
list of Internet Service Providers (ISPs) from external sources (due to the importance 
of non-employing units to the ISP industry). The unit for which statistics are reported 
is the management unit. Development of the survey commenced on 1/7/00 and 
involves consultation with peak bodies and industry sources including potential data 
users. These consultations assist in determining survey scope and content, including 
requirements for activity data and provide some appreciation of the level of coverage 
provided the Business Register. 


Form testing commenced in November 2000 for the latest round of surveys with final 
adjustments to the questionnaire scheduled made in early April 2001. Forms were 
sent to the printers at the end of April 2001. Despatch will occur mid-August 2001 in 
line with the coordinated annual despatch of ABS Economic Collections. 

Published output is proposed for release in July 2002. 


PURPOSE 
To provide a measure of the size, structure and performance of the Information 
Technology and Telecommunications industry in Australia. 


To identify the nature and structure of the industry/activity in terms of employment, 
income, costs and its contribution to the Australian economy. 


The following measures provide an indication of the performance of IT&T businesses: 


the number of businesses specialising in IT&T, 
employment levels 

gross incomes 

turnover 

IT&T revenues 

wages and salaries 


total expenses 
earnings before interest and tax 
operating profit before tax 
capital expenditure 

e sales of goods and services (own production vs onselling) by commodity 
Published data will reflect a range of standard outputs including: business 
employment details, income and expense dissected by major component and 
financial performance ratios. 


SCOPE 
All MU's with IT&T revenue within the following ANZSIC classes 


2430 Recorded Media Manufacturing and Publishing 

2841 Computer and Business Machine Mfg 

2842 Telecommunication, Broadcasting and Transceiving Equipment Mfg 
2849 Electronic Equipment Mfg nec 

2852 Electric Cable and Wire Mfg 

4613 Computer Wholesaling 

4614 Business Machine Wholesaling 

4615 Electrical and Electronic Equipment Wholesaling nec 
7120 Telecommunication Services 

7831 Data Processing Services 

7832 Information Storage and Retrieval Services 

7833 Computer Maintenance Services 

7834 Computer Consultancy Services 


IT&T revenue includes income from computer services, income from communication 
services, income from packaged software and income from the sale of computer and 
communications hardware 


The Business Register based frame is supplemented by a list of Internet Service 
Providers (ISPs) from external sources. ISPs found on the external lists are matched 
to the Register. If found on the Register they are extracted to the final Register-based 
frame (regardless of their ANZSIC code). If not found on the Register they are added 
to the final survey frame as a supplementary unit. 


DATA DETAIL 

Conceptual framework 

Part of the ABS program of industry surveys. The data items are consistent with 
Economic Activity Survey (EAS) specifications and outputs will provide key financial 
statistics in respect of the in scope ANZSICs and National Account requirements. 


Main outputs 
Data are available at the ANZSIC class level. Some statistics are available at the 
state level. 


The publication contains the following tables at the Australia level: 


e sources of income 
e items of expenditure 


characteristics of employment 

selected statistics by employment size groupings 
selected performance ratios 

production, imports and exports of broad IT commodities. 


Classifications 

The survey will collect data classified according to the Australian and New Zealand 
Standard Industrial Classification (ANZSIC). The classification relevant to this 
collection are: 


2430 Recorded Media Manufacturing and Publishing 

2841 Computer and Business Machine Mfg 

2842 Telecommunication, Broadcasting and Transceiving Equipment Mfg 
2849 Electronic Equipment Mfg nec 

2852 Electric Cable and Wire Mfg 

4613 Computer Wholesaling 

4614 Business Machine Wholesaling 

4615 Electrical and Electronic Equipment Wholesaling nec 
7120 Telecommunication Services 

7831 Data Processing Services 

7832 Information Storage and Retrieval Services 

7833 Computer Maintenance Services 

7834 Computer Consultancy Services 


Business will be selected on the basis of ANZSIC at the management unit level. 
Classification issues: 


Past survey experience indicates that a number of units currently classified to 
ANZSIC 7834 are not computer consultants. Many are consultants of other kind such 
as business, management consultants. Conversely, it is expected that several 
Computer Services units are "hidden" in ANZSICs such as 7855 - Business 
Management Services and 7869 - Business Services nec. 


Coverage checks have indicated that although some Computer Services units are 
"hidden" in these ANZSICs, they are relatively small in number and concentrated in 
the small employers sector, and so will not significantly affect the quality of the final 
estimates. 

Other concepts (summary) 

The survey deals with the concept of "IT&T goods and services". Income derived 


from these goods and services is referred to as "IT&T income". 


As an example, "Income from sale of goods", an item required by National Accounts, 
is split into "Income from sale of IT&T goods" and "Other income from sale of goods". 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
1. National & State/Territory\1.01 Australia 
1. National & State/Territory\1.02 All States & Territories 


Comments and/or Other Regions 


State/Territory details are available for Number of businesses, employment and 
wages and salaries. 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
2 Yearly 


Frequency comments 
This survey is undertaken every second year on the odd numbered year. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 

The various Information Technology and Telecommunication Industry Surveys have 
been conducted over the years as outlined below: 

1987-88 Computer Services Industry Survey (ANZSICs 7831-4 only) 

1992-93 IT&T Producers Survey (all relevant industries including computer services 
and telecommunication services) 

1995-96 IT&T Producers Survey (all relevant industries including computer services 
and telecommunication services) 

1996-97 Telecommunication Servuces Industry Survey (ANZSIC 7120 only) 
1998-99 IT&T Producers Survey (all relevant industrues including computer services 
and telecommunication services) 


The relevant ANZSIC industries that are included in the IT&T Industry Survey are: 
Manufacturing 

2430 Recorded Media Manufacturing and Publishing (from 1998-99) 

2841 Computer and Business Machine Manufacturing 

2842 Telecommunication, Broadcasting and Transceiving Equipment Manufacturing 
2849 Electronic Equipment Manufacturing nec 

2852 Electric Cable and Wire Manufacturing 

Wholesale Trade 

4613 Computer Wholesaling 

4614 Business Machine Wholesaling nec 

4615 Electrical and Electronic Equipment Wholesaling nec 

Telecommunications 

7120 Telecommunication Services 

Computer Services 

7831 Data Processing Services 

7832 Information Storage and Retrieval Services 

7833 Computer Maintenance Services 

7834 Computer Consultancy 


The Australian definition excludes some industries that the OECD ICT definition 
includes, mainly because investigations have shown that the amount of IT&T activity 
involved with them does not warrant the inclusion of these industries in Australia. 


These industries are: 


2832 Medical and Surgical Manufacturing 

2839 Professional and Scientific Equipment Manufacturing nec 
4612 Professional Equipment Wholesaling 

7743 Plant Hiring or Leasing (part)Manufacturing 


The IT&T Industry Survey actually utilises a number of other ABS surveys to collect 
data on the production and distribution of IT&T goods and services in Australia. 
Generally, in the years that an IT&T Industry Survey is run, the relevant IT&T data 
items are included in questionnaires for the following: 


e Economic Activity Survey (EAS) for the relevant IT&T wholesaling, computer 
services and telecommunication services industries; and 
e Manufacturing Survey for the relevant IT&T manufacturing industries. 


Basically, all units selected in the relevant IT&T industries in the EAS and 
Manufacturing Survey are automatically selected in the sample for the IT&T Industry 
Survey. However, the size of the sample for EAS and manufacturing Survey is not 
sufficient to support the level of accuracy required for IT&T Industry Survey output. 
Therefore, an additional 'top-up' sample of units from the IT&T industries is required. 


The IT&T Industry Survey will be conducted on a biennial basis in the future covering 
the above industries. Accordingly, there will only be one Collection Management 
System entry under IT&T Industry Survey for the 2000-01 cycle. 


Tailored forms are used to collect data items specific to the Computer services or 
Telecommunications industries. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 
Data availability comments 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
19/12/2002 04:04 PM 


This page last updated 11 September 2008 


Archived content. See ABS Website for latest information and statistics 


Creative 


commons Copyright Disclaimer Privacy Accessibility Staff login 


Archived content. See ABS Website for latest information and statistics 


ABS logo 
[?] 
Statistics Census Participating in a survey About 


> Methods & Standards > Directory of Statistical Sources by Topic 


Information Technology Survey - Business 
Enterprises 


Page tools: 


NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

Given the continuing changes in the application of Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT) this survey focusses on broadband 
access and types and penetration rates electronic commerce (e- 
commerce; the online sale of goods and services). Despite the 
growing level of public debate concerning the growth of e-business 
and e-commerce within the Australian economy, very little data 
relating to the business use of these facilities has been available to 
policy makers or private enterprises. Data that are available have 
predominantly been generated by private surveys with small samples 
and inconsistent definitions and scope. At best, the results of these 
surveys are indicative. There is a pressing need for the production of 
timely and comprehensive e-commerce statistics. 


The last Business Use of IT survey covered the 2004-05 reference 
period. 


In the future, Business Use of Information Technology will be 
collected as part of the Business Characteristics Survey. Key 
indicators such as Internet connectivity, broadband take up, web 
presence, placing and receiving orders and value of orders recieved 
via the Internet or web will be collected annually with detailed IT use 
information collected every second year. 


PURPOSE 

One purpose of the BUIT survey remains to measure the penetration 
of the use of various ICT and their associated processes/functions. In 
particular the primary purpose is to measure the penetration of 
various e-business and e-commerce activities together with a level 
estimate of e-commerce activity. The survey will collect information 
on varying levels of web sophistication businesses have, and the 
impact of web based commerce on business processes 


Since 1999/00 the BUIT has been an annual collection with a sample 
size sufficient to: 


e reliably measure relatively rare events such as the conduct of e- 
commerce 

e dissect data by State/Territory, Industry and broad region (capital 
city/other). 

e release data as quickly as possible after the reference period 

e keep the questions simple (mainly tick box) to reduce burden and 
to expedite collection and processing 

e revise the survey content each year to reflect changing use of 
technologies and policy interests (within the constraints of an 8 
page form and the retention of key time series data items) 

e be consistent with emerging international standards. 


The major users are Commonwealth and State/Territory government 
departments, for whom timely statistics on the use and supply of 
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) remain a high 
priority. To reaffirm the user requirements for the 2002-03 survey, 
meetings have been held with key users, including the Department of 
Communication, Information Technology and Arts (DCITA) which 
also broadly represents State/Territory government interests. The 
survey requirements and outputs are discussed at the biannual 
meetings of the ICT Reference Group. 


SCOPE 
The scope for the Business Technology/E-commerce Survey should 
include all business units in the Australian economy except for: 


SISCA 3000 - General Government 

SISCA 6000 - Rest of the world 

ANZSIC Division A - Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing 
ANZSIC Division M - Government Administration and Defence 
ANZSIC Division N - Education 

ANZSIC sub-division 97- Private Households Employing Staff 
ANZSIC 9610 - Religious organisations 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 


International standards in the area of IT statistics are emerging A 
model OECD survey on business use of IT has been developed and 
similar surveys are conducted by Eurostat, the ONS and Stats 
Canada. The 2004-05 Australian survey took into account the 
concepts, definitions and data items in the model survey and in the 
field more generally. 


Main outputs 

The broad data requirements are the penetration of various 
technologies, Internet use and web presence and the range of 
activities being conducted online, as well as a measure of the size of 
e-commerce in Australia. 


Classifications 

Data was produced categorised by ANZSIC division; by business 
employment size; by state and metroploitan/ex-metropolitan. Further 
classifications by use of technology will also be produced (ie of 
businesses with a web site, businesses with Internet access, number 
of years with Internet commerce.), Internet or web purchasing and 
selling and main benefits of purchasing and selling. 


Other concepts (summary) 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 

Western Australia 
Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

ACT 

Part of State Metropolitan 
Part of State Extra-Metropolitan 


Comments and/or Other Regions 

Data is also available for Part of Australia Metropolitan, Part of 
Australia Extra-Metropolitan. Not all data will be available at the State 
level. 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Annually 


Frequency comments 
Prior to 1999-2000, the Business Use of IT survey was previously 
conducted biennially. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 

An initial survey was conducted in 1993-94 as part of the information 
technology statistical framework agreed to at the time by ABS 
Management. The subsequent surveys were for the following 
financial periods: 

1997-98 

1999-00 

2000-01 

2001-02 

2002-03 

2003-04 

The 2004-05 survey was the eighth BUIT survey. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 

1999-2000 survey released 15 December 2000 
2000-01 survey results released 20 March 2002 
2001-02 surveys results released 26 February 2003 
2002-03 survey results released 17 March 2004 
2003-04 survey results released 17 March 2005 
2004-05 survey results released 17 March 2006 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

To provide a measure of the usage of IT&T by Federal, State and Local government 
organisations, including IT&T operating expenses, IT&T capex, wages and salaries of 
IT&T staff, outsourcing, and use of electronic service delivery. 


PURPOSE 

To provide a measure of the usage of IT&T by Federal, State and Local government 
organisations, including IT&T operating expenses, IT&T capex, wages and salaries of 
IT&T staff, outsourcing, and use of electronic service delivery. Data from the 
proposed survey will be used by the Department of Communication, Information 
Technology and the Arts, the National Office for the Information Economy, and the 
Office of the Government Online. State Government agencies, such as Multimedia 
Victoria and the Department of Information Technology and Management in NSW, 
and Local Government Authorities will also use the data from this publication. 


SCOPE 
Scope: all SISCA 3000 units. 
Coverage: the following are excluded from the survey: 


Organisations classified to SISCA 1000, 2200, 2300, 2400, 4000, 5000 and 6000 
(Corporate Trading, Depository Corporations, Insurance Corporations and 
Pension Funds, Other Financial Institutions, Households and Non-Profit 
Institutions Serving Households, and Rest of the World) 

ANZSIC Subdivision 84 (Education)* 

e ANZSIC 8130 (Foreign Government Representation) 

ANZSIC 9629 (School Councils, Parents' and Teacher Associations)** 


e TOLOs 3, 6, 7, 8 and 9 (Proprietary Limited Companies, Sole Proprietorships, 
Family Partnerships, Other Partnerships and Trusts). 
e Non-Employing Government Units. 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 
Survey includes: 


e all Federal departments 

e all State/Territory government departments 

e asample of Federal and State/Territory statutory bodies, local government 
organisations and other government entities 


Excludes: 


e ANZSIC subdivision 84 (education organisations) 

e ANZSIC class 8130 (foreign government representation) 

e ANZSIC class 9629 (school councils, parent and teacher associations and 
student unions) 

e Australian Defence Force permanent and general reserve personnel and 
expenses associated with military equipment, facilities and inventories 

e non-employing government units 


Main outputs 

Main outputs include IT&T operating expenses, IT&T capex, wages and salaries of 
IT&T staff, outsourcing, and use of electronic service delivery. 

Classifications 


Federal/State/LGA; Size/no. of employees; met x exmet; region 


Other concepts (summary) 
na 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
1. National & State/Territory\1.01 Australia 
1. National & State/Territory\1.02 All States & Territories 


Comments and/or Other Regions 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
2 Yearly 


Frequency comments 
Some users have recommended more frequent collections, as pace of change in the 
area is extremely rapid. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 
Has been collected twice previously: 1993-94, and 1997-98. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

This is the second innovation survey conducted by the ABS. The objectives are to 
provide statistics on the level of innovation in Australian manufacturing and some of 
the characteristics of innovators, the impact of innovation, the national innovation 
system and the characteristics of significant innovations. 


PURPOSE 
see above 


SCOPE 
All management units on the Business Register included in a manufacturing ANZSIC, 
subdivisions 21-29. 5,800 management units were sampled 


DATA DETAIL 


Conceptual framework 
The conceptual framework is contained in OECDs Oslo manual-Proposed Guidelines 
for Collecting and Interpreting Technological Innovation Data, 1997 


Main outputs 

Manufacturing management units: rate of innovation, by industry and employment; 
objectives of innovation, source of ideas for innovation, Barriers to starting 
innovations, effect of innovation activity, expenditure on innovative activity, most 
significanr innovation, use of advanced technologies. 


Classifications 
ANZSIC subdivision 


Size (based on employment) :- 1: 0-4, 2: 5-19, 3: 20-99, 4: 100-499, 5: 500+, 8: LBs 
Employment groups (0-9, 10-49, 50-99, 100-499, 500 or more) 

Total sales groups (< $50,000, $50,000-$199,000, $200,000-$999,000, $1m-$10m, 
>$10m) 

Age (<2 yrs, 2-5 yrs, 6-9 yrs, 10-19 yrs, 20-29 yrs, 30 or more) 


Other concepts (summary) 

A technological innovation is any new or substantially improved good or service 
which has been commercialised, or any new or substantially improved process used 
for the production of goods and services. 

Non-technological innovations include changes to the business’ strategies, structures 
or routines. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 

1. National & State/Territory\1.01 Australia 

1. National & State/Territory\1.03 Selected States or Territories only\1.03.01 New 
South Wales 

1. National & State/Territory\1.03 Selected States or Territories only\1.03.02 Victoria 
1. National & State/Territory\1.03 Selected States or Territories only\1.03.03 
Queensland 

1. National & State/Territory\1.03 Selected States or Territories only\1.03.04 South 
Australia 

1. National & State/Territory\1.03 Selected States or Territories only\1.03.05 Western 
Australia 


Comments and/or Other Regions 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Adhoc 


Frequency comments 

This survey is conducted on an irregular basis. The first survey was conducted in 
respect or 1993/94 and this second survey in respect of 1996/97. There are no 
current plans for any future surveys. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 
First collection 1993/94 
This second collection 1996/97 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

A survey was conducted for a selection of non-manufacturing 
industries to determine the level and main types of innovation that 
was occurring. Data was published by industry and size 
(employment) of business 


PURPOSE 
To assess the level and type of innovation in a selection of non- 
manufacturing industries. 


SCOPE 

6,700 management units in Australian industry were sampled. The 
sample taken from the ABS business register. All size businesses 
were included and most industries with the exception of Agriculture, 
forestry and fishing, Government administration and defence, and 
Education regardless of whether the businesses had undertaken any 
innovative activities in the collection period. 


DATA DETAIL 


Conceptual framework 
See OECD's Oslo Manual 


Main outputs 
Management units: rate of innovation, by industry and employment 
groups 


Classifications 

ANZSIC - Selected Divisions 

Employment groups (0-4, 5-9, 10-19, 20-49, 50-99, 100-199, 200- 
499, 500-999, 1000 or more) 


Other concepts (summary) 

A technological innovation is any new or substantially improved good 
or service which has been commercialised, or any new or 
substantially improved process used for the production of goods and 
services. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 


Comments and/or Other Regions 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Adhoc 


Frequency comments 


COLLECTION HISTORY 
First and only collection 1993/94 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 
Only limited data was collected in this survey - so there is little 
information available that was not published 
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Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 
The Input-Output tables provide information about the supply and use of goods and 
services and inter-industry flows for one financial year 


PURPOSE 
Used for providing annual benchmarks for the national accounts and for use as a 
standalone input into various economic models. 


SCOPE 
All industries except Private Households Employing Staff, for reference year 1996-97. 


DATA DETAIL 


Conceptual framework 

Provides a full articulation of the gross domestic product account within the national 
accounts. For each industry, inputs = outputs. 

For each commodity, supply = demand. Records the linkages between products and 
industries as well as industries and industries of the Australian economic system. 


Main outputs 

Supply table, Use table, Imports matrix, Reconciliation of Flows matrix, the Direct 
Requirements coefficients and the Leontieff inverse (Total Requirements 
coefficients). Note that the Make matrix and the Absorption matrix are also referred to 
as the Supply and Use tables. 


Classifications 
Input-Output Industry Classification (lOIC) 
Input-Output Product Classification (IOPC) 


Other concepts (summary) 
None. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 


Comments and/or Other Regions 
Not applicable 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Annually 


Frequency comments 

The I-O tables cover a period of one financial year. Tables were compiled at irregular 
intervals from 1958-59 until 1977-78, then annually from 1977-78 to 1983-84, then 
triennially until 1992-93, annually from 1992-93 to 1994-95, and then 1996-97. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 

This collection was started on an experimental basis for reference year 1958-59. The 
first production tables were for 1962-63, and then tables were compiled about every 5 
years until annual tables started for 1977-78. After 1983-84, tables became triennial 
up to 1992-93 ,then they became annual up to 1994-95, after which the 1996-97 
tables (the latest) were compiled. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 
The latest available tables are for 1996-97. Generally the tables are released 
annually with a lag of 3.5 years. Current release strategy is being reviewed. 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 


Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 
OVERVIEW 


The Input to the coal mining industry indexes measure changes in the 
prices paid for input to the (black) coal mining industry; 
- open cut; and 


- underground mining 


PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Input to the coal mining industry indexes is to 
provide a measure of the changes in the prices paid for inputs to the 
(black) coal mining industry. The prices measured are the actual 
transaction prices, that is; the prices paid by (black) coal miners to 
suppliers for products delivered to mine sites. 


The index is used extensively for domestic coal contracts and as an 
input to export contract deliberations. They are also used for 
benchmarking mining costs and as a sectoral measure of inflation in 
the inputs to the coal mining industry. 


SCOPE 

The price indexes of Input to the Coal Mining Industry, measures the 
changes in the prices paid for input to the Coal mining industry; 
namely the two types of (black) coal mining: 


- open cut; and 

- underground mining. 

The indexes measure changes in the prices paid for inputs to the 
ongoing mining process. That is, the removal of overburden, the 


extraction, washing and preparation and sorting of coal, and its 
transportation to the railhead. 


DATA DETAIL 

Conceptual framework 

The price indexes of Input to the Coal Mining Industry measure 
changes in the prices paid for inputs used in (black) coal mining. 
The indexes are: 


e a measure of pure price change (that is, they exclude the effects 
of any changes in quality and quantity) 
e a measure of changes in transaction prices (price actually paid, 
not the list or recommended price) 
The valuation basis of the index is purchasers’ prices and, as far as 
possible, the prices included in the indexes are for products delivered 
to the mine site or to the primary storage area for a group of mines. 


Main outputs 
Price Indexes of Materials Used in Coal Mining, Australia was 
previously located in ABS Cat. no. 6415.0. 


Since June Quarter 2001; Materials Used in Coal Mining indexes 
have been located in the compendium publication of Producer Price 
Indexes, Australia (ABS Cat. no 6427.0) 

From the September quarter 2012, the Materials Used in Coal Mining 
index has been renamed ‘Input to the Coal Mining Industry’. 


Classifications 

Currently items for pricing are selected in consultation with the mining 
industry. 

Data is published as a percentage change and index number for the 
two series: 


- Open cut mining. 

- Underground mining. 

The Input to the Coal mining indexes are to be combined into one 
time series and classified according to the Australian and New 
Zealand Standard Industrial Classification (ANZSIC), 2006 edition 
under Group 060 Coal mining - Input to the Coal mining industry from 
the September quarter 2013. 


Other concepts (summary) 
All concepts have been noted in Conceptual Framework. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Other (specify below). 


Comments and/or Other Regions 

The Input to the Coal Mining Industry indexes — (Open cut mining and 
Underground mining) are largely restricted to (black) coal mining in 
New South Wales and Queensland. As a consequence the mining 
industry indexes, in practice, measures price changes for input to the 


coal mining industry in those States. 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Quarterly 


Frequency comments 
Up to, and including, June 1997 collection was monthly. From that 
date collection is quarterly. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 
Price index series go back to the September quarter 1987. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 


Data is currently available in catalogue number 6427.0, Producer 
Price Indexes, Australia and on the ABS web site <www.abs.gov.au>. 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

The Input to the House Construction Industry index measures changes in the prices 
paid for selected inputs used in the construction of detached houses in each of the 
six state capital cities. 


The Input to the House construction industry index relates to products used by 
establishments classified to the Australian and New Zealand Standard Industrial 
Classification (ANZSIC), 2006 edition under Class 3011 — House construction. 


PURPOSE 
The Input to the House Construction Industry index is used by government and 
private sectors, primarily for adjusting business contracts. 


The index is also used for economic analysis. 


SCOPE 

For the Input to the House Construction Industry index, the prices are collected at the 
midpoint of the specified month in the quarter, or the nearest trading day, to which 
the index refers. They relate to specified standards of each input and are obtained 
from representative suppliers of the products used in the construction of detached 
houses in each of the six state capitals. These suppliers include manufacturers, 
wholesalers, building supply merchants, hardware stores and importers. 


In general the point of pricing is delivered on site but in some cases it has been 
necessary to use the nearest realistic price available (e.g. delivered to electrical 
contractors store), local prices are used in the indexes for each of the six state capital 


cities. 


As far as possible, actual transaction price are used in the index, that is; prices 
actually paid by building contractors or subcontractors to suppliers for materials 
delivered onto the building sites in the metropolitan area of the six state capital cities. 


DATA DETAIL 


Conceptual framework 

The Input to the House Construction Industry index relates to all inputs, fittings and 
fixtures which form an integral part of the structures of detached house buildings and 
which are customarily installed before the buildings are occupied. 


The products and weights for the price index of Input to the House construction 
industry were derived from reported quantities of each product used in selected 
representative houses in the three years ending 2002-03, valued at the September 
quarter 2005 prices. 


The weighting pattern for each capital city index will reflect variations in prices for the 
cities as applied to an Australian average basket of house building materials, with 
some allowance for city specific building practices e.g. the differential use of steel 
and timber materials in Perth and Adelaide compared with the other capital cities. 
The weighting patterns for the price index of Input into the House construction 
industry are set out in Appendix 2 of the September quarter 2005 issue of this 
publication. 


Main outputs 
Index numbers, quarterly and annual index percentage changes and points 
contributions (to the weighted average of the six State capital cities indexes). 


Classifications 

For the Input to the House Construction Industry index, indexes for each state capital 
are published together with a weighted six state capitals series for a range of 
materials groups. These are groupings commonly used in the house construction 
building industry. 


The Input to the House construction industry index relates to products used by 
establishments classified to ANZSIC 2006 Class 3011 — House construction. 


Other concepts (Summary) 
All concepts have been noted in Conceptual Framework. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 

Six State Capital Cities (Weight Average) 
New South Wales 

Victoria 


Western Australia 
South Australia 
Tasmania 
Queensland 


Comments and/or Other Regions 
Geographic coverage is for the individual and combined six state capital cities. 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Quarterly 


Frequency comments 
Up to June 1997 collection was monthly. From that date collection is quarterly. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 

The Price Index Materials Used in House Building, Six State Capital Cities, was first 
published in September 1970 on an index reference period of 1966-67 = 100.0. The 
weighting pattern was derived from estimated materials usage in 1968-69. 


From the September quarter 2012, the Materials Used in House Building index has 
been renamed ‘Input to the House Construction Industry’. 


The current weights for the index is derived from data for the three years ending 
2002-03 and the index reference period is financial year 2011-12 = 100.0 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 
Data is currently available in catalogue number 6427.0, Producer Price Indexes, 
Australia and on the ABS web site <www.abs.gov.au>. 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

The Survey of International Investment (SII) is a quarterly survey 
which collects information about investment activity into and out of 
Australia. The SII measures: 


e the levels (stock) of foreign financial assets and foreign liabilities 
of residents; 

e financial transactions (investment flows) resulting in increases 
and decreases in the levels of these assets and liabilities; 

e other changes in the levels of these assets and liabilities; and 

e income accrued on these assets and liabilities. 


Collectively, these aspects are referred to as international investment 
activity. 


PURPOSE 

International investment statistics are the starting point for any 
analysis of the levels of Australia's foreign financial assets and 
liabilities, changes in those levels over time, associated income 
streams and the impact of international investment activity on other 
economic aggregates. 


The key uses of the collection are as follows: 

Compilation of official statistics 

International investment financial transactions statistics are the 
source of the financial account and capital account (in the case of 


‘debt forgiveness') components of Australia's balance of payments 
Statistics. Investment income statistics also form an important 


component of the income estimates in the current account. 
International investment statistics are also inputs to the financial 
accounts of the Australian national accounts. 


Debt Analysis 


Monitoring the extent of foreign debt and the cost of servicing it relies 
on international investment statistics. 


Economic policy formulation 


International investment statistics are used widely by government 
agencies and advisers in evaluating various economic strategies, 
formulating policy advice and monitoring the economy's responses to 
policy initiatives. 


Market information 


Changes in levels of international investment, particularly levels of 
debt, are used by participants in financial markets (Such as the 
foreign exchange market), in conjunction with other indicators, as 
pointers to the general health of the economy. 


International use 


Statistics produced by the International investment Section are used 
by Australia to meet obligations under international treaty to release 
BoP and IIP statistics according to a specified format mandated by 
international agencies, such as the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), Asia Pacific Economic Co-operation (APEC), the United 
Nations (UN) and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD), and to studies undertaken by these agencies. 
They are also used by the Australian authorities during trade 
negotiations and to monitor developments in external economic 
relations between countries. 


General economic research 

International investment statistics are also used in economic 

forecasting, econometric modelling, academic research and media 

articles on economic developments. 

SCOPE 

Scope 

International investment statistics measure: 

e the levels (stock) of foreign financial assets and foreign liabilities 

of residents at a specified date; 


e financial transactions (investment flows) resulting in increases 
and decreases in the levels of these assets and liabilities; 


e other changes in the levels of these assets and liabilities such as 
price changes and exchange rate changes; and 
e income accrued on these assets and liabilities. 


International investment statistics are compiled from a number of 
sources of which the most important are, the quarterly Survey of 
International Investment (SII) and official advices. In principle, the 
scope of this survey is consistent with the scope of international 
investment statistics. 


The scope of the SII is defined as the international investment activity 
of all economic entities comprising the Australian economy. An 
economic entity may be a government institution, financial or trading 
enterprise, non-profit body or an individual, and is considered part of 
the Australian economy if it has a closer association with the territory 
of Australia than with any other territory. Each such entity is 
described as a resident of Australia. 


Coverage 


It is not practical to give all economic entities in the Australian 
economy a chance of selection, since many will not have any 
international investment activity. Instead, the coverage of the survey 
is all Australian enterprise groups which are known to have 
international investment activity. 


DATA DETAIL 

Conceptual framework 

Up to September quarter 1997, the conceptual basis on which 
Australia's international investment statistics were founded drew 
upon the recommendations of three international standards which 
were largely consistent with each other and addressed different 
aspects of economic statistics. First, the overall framework for 
economic statistics described in the 1968 Edition of the United 
Nations' (UN) System of National Accounts (SNA); second, in relation 
to levels of investment, the SNA Balance Sheet Guidelines issued in 
1977; and third, in respect of international transactions, the Fourth 
Edition of the International Monetary Fund's (IMF) ‘Balance of 
Payments Manual’ (BPM4) issued in 1977. In cases where either the 
UN or IMF recommendations were impractical or inappropriate to the 
Australian environment different approaches were adopted. 


Revised international standards covering these fields of economic 
statistics were issued in late 1993 in the form of the 1993 Edition of 
the SNA and the Fifth Edition of the IMF's ‘Balance of Payments 
Manual’ (BPM5). The implications of these revised standards for 
international investment statistics, were described in the ABS 
discussion paper, titled ‘Introduction of Revised International 


Standards in ABS Macro Economic Statistics' (ABS Cat No. 5245.0), 
issued in December 1994. 


The ABS commenced collection of international investment statistics 
based on the new standards in September 1996, however these 
statistics continued to be published on a BPM4 basis until September 
quarter 1997 when the first issue of the combined Balance of 
Payments and International Investment Statistics publication, 
‘Balance of Payments and International Investment Position, 
Australia’ (ABS Cat No. 5302.0), was released. 


The conceptual framework of Australia's balance of payments and 
international investment position statistics based on the revised 
international standards, together with the data sources and methods 
used to compile them, are described in the publication ‘Balance of 
Payments and International Investment Position, Australia: Concepts, 
Sources and Methods, 1998' (ABS Cat No. 5331.0), which was 
released on 22 September 1998. 


Main outputs 
International investment statistics measure: 


e the levels (stock) of foreign financial assets and foreign liabilities 
of residents; 

e financial transactions (investment flows) resulting in increases 
and decreases in the levels of these assets and liabilities; 

e other changes in the levels of these assets and liabilities; and 

e income accrued on these assets and liabilities. 


Collectively, these aspects are referred to as international investment 
activity. 


The key outputs are as follows: 
International Investment Position 


The international investment position of an economy is the balance 
sheet recording its stock of foreign financial assets and liabilities. The 
position at the end of a specific period reflects financial transactions 
and other changes in the levels of these assets and liabilities that 
occurred during the period. The net international investment position 
is defined as the difference between the level of foreign financial 
assets and the level of foreign liabilities at a particular date. In 
published international investment statistics, the components of the 
net position are shown from two alternative perspectives: first, as the 
sum of net foreign equity liabilities and net foreign debt liabilities; and 
the second as the difference between foreign assets and foreign 
liabilities. For both perspectives, opening levels of investment at the 


beginning of a period are reconciled with closing levels of investment 
at the end of the period by showing financial transactions, exchange 
rate changes, market price changes and other adjustments during the 
period. 


Net Foreign Debt Position and Gross External Debt Liabilities 


Foreign debt is a subset of financial obligations that comprise a 
country's international investment position. The level of Australian 
debt assets, including official reserve assets, at the same date are 
deducted from the level of Australian debt liabilities (gross foreign 
debt) to arrive at Australia's net foreign debt position. As per IMF's 
External Debt Guide and Australia's SDDS obligations, gross debt 
liabilities are published on a quarterly basis. 


Levels of investment 


Levels of international investment refer to both the value of foreign 
financial assets held by Australian residents (Australian investment 
abroad) and the value of foreign liabilities of Australian residents 
(foreign investment in Australia) at a particular date. The terms 
opening levels and closing levels refer, respectively, to levels of 
investment at the beginning and end of particular periods. 


Financial transactions 


Financial transactions refer to investment flows into and out of 
Australia and consist of: 


e the creation or extinction of a foreign financial asset (or liability) 
which is matched by a liability (or financial asset) in the records 
of another transactor; 

e the change of ownership of a foreign financial asset or liability; 
and 

e injections / withdrawals of equity, increases or reductions to debt 
positions. 


Also included as imputed financial transactions are the reinvested 
earnings of resident enterprises attributable to their foreign direct 
investors and the reinvested earnings of foreign enterprises 
attributable to their resident direct investors. 


By convention, two other events, not arising from transactions, are 
also included. These are: 


e monetisation/demonetisation of gold; 
e allocation/cancellation of Special drawing rights (SDRs). 


Financial transactions data collected via the SII is the main source of 
data reported in the Financial Account in Australia's balance of 
payments statistics. 


Investment income 


International investment income is income earned by the owners of 
foreign financial assets from the ownership of those assets. Under 
BPM5, income is recorded on an accrual basis, rather than the due 
for payment basis recommended under BPM4. While the total 
amount of income does not change when recorded on an accrual 
basis, it is recorded continuously rather than in discrete amounts 
when due for payment. The most common types of investment 
income are dividends and interest. 


Other forms of investment income are remitted profits and reinvested 
earnings. The item remitted profits refers to the distribution of income 
of unincorporated enterprises to their owners. The item reinvested 
earnings refers to that part of the undistributed income of a direct 
investment enterprise that is attributable to direct investors in the 
enterprise. 


Investment income data collected via the SII is a major input to the 
Income component of the Current Account in Australia's balance of 
payment statistics. 


International Investment Ratios 


To aid analysis of the economy's capacity to meet its international 
financial obligations, a number of ratios are calculated and presented 
in quarterly and annual paper publications. These ratios relate 
international investment aggregates to broad national accounting 
aggregates. The 2 key ratios produced are the 'ratio of net foreign 
debt to gross domestic product’ and the ‘debt service ratio’. The first 
of these expresses the level of net foreign debt at the end of a period 
as a proportion of gross domestic product for the year ending at that 
date. This gives an indication of the share of the economy's annual 
production that would be necessary to meet Australia's net 
international indebtedness. The second key ratio expresses net 
investment income for the year ending in a particular quarter as a 
proportion of the value of goods and services credits for the same 
period. This ratio indicates the proportion of annual export earnings 
that are used to meet investment income payments abroad. 
Classifications 

The classifications used in international investment statistics have 
been determined with the principal objectives of meeting user 
requirements; ensuring that, as far as possible, international 
recommendations (particularly those of the International Monetary 
Fund's (IMF) ‘Balance of Payments Manual’ (BPM5) and the United 
Nations' (UN) System of National Accounts (SNA)) are adhered to 
and that related ABS statistical requirements (particularly those of 
balance of payments and national accounting statistics) are being 
met. 


The BPM5 hierarchical order for the financial account is: 


type of investment; 

direction of investment; 

asset or liability; 

instrument of investment (for direct investment, this classification 
takes precedence over the asset/liability dichotomy); 

sector; and 

e original contractual maturity. 


In addition to these BPM5 requirements, to satisfy known user 
requirements, further classifications are applied for foreign debt by 
domicility; and for foreign assets and liabilities by currency and 
maturity. 


All of the above classifications are described in ‘Balance of Payments 
and International Investment Position, Australia: Concepts, Sources 
and Methods, 1998' (ABS Cat No. 5331.0). 

Other concepts (summary) 

Other concepts focal to the measurement of international investment 


statistics are: 


Statistical Unit 


Enterprise 


Concepts of territory and resident 


In compiling international investment statistics the Australian 
economy is conceived as being comprised of the economic entities 
that have a closer association with the territory of Australia than with 
any other territory. Each such economic entity is described as a 
resident of Australia . Any economic entity which is not determined to 
be a resident of Australia is described as a non resident. 


Australia's territory is defined to include the territories lying within its 
political frontiers and territorial seas and international waters over 
which it has exclusive jurisdiction. It does not include Australia's 
external territories such as Norfolk Island. 


Valuation 
Market price is the principle of valuation in international investment 


statistics. A market price is the amount of money that a willing buyer 
pays to acquire something from a willing seller, when such an 


exchange is between independent parties and involves only 
commercial considerations. 


In compiling international investment statistics, however, one or more 
of the above conditions needed to establish a market price for valuing 
a transaction may be absent. In practice, transactions are generally 
valued in the statistics using values recorded in the accounts of 
transactors. This basis provides the closest practical approximation to 
the market price principle. 


Levels of foreign financial assets and liabilities are valued at their 
market value on the reference dates (ie applicable at the beginning 
and end of the quarter). 


As international investment statistics are expressed in Australian 
dollars, it is necessary to convert transactions and stocks expressed 
in foreign currencies to Australian currency. In principle, such 
transactions and stocks should be converted at the mid point of the 
buying and selling rate applying at the time of the transaction or 
beginning or end of period. In practice the conversion rate used in the 
enterprise's accounts is accepted, as it is not expected that this will 
differ significantly from the market price. 


Time of recording 


Financial transactions are recorded on a change of ownership basis 
(either actual or imputed), that is, at the time when a foreign financial 
asset or liability is acquired, sold, repaid or otherwise disposed of. By 
convention, this is taken to be the time at which the event is recorded 
in the books of transactors. 


Under investment income, interest is recorded on an accrual basis, 
which is a continuous method of recording that matches the cost of 
Capital with the provision of capital. Dividends are recorded as of the 
date they are payable. Reinvested earnings on direct investment are 
recorded in the periods when they are earned. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 


Comments and/or Other Regions 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Quarterly 


Frequency comments 


COLLECTION HISTORY 

The ABS has collected and published international investment 
statistics of varying coverage and detail since the 1920's. Early 
statistics were compiled annually until, in 1962, a quarterly collection 
was introduced. During the following decades, the quarterly 
collection(s) in this field have undergone a number of reviews and 
name changes, and their scope has expanded, in line with user 
demand, until, by the late 1980's, the quarterly collection (then called 
the Survey of Foreign Investment) had acquired much of its current 
form. In the mid 1990s the collection underwent some large 
transformations to meet the new data requirements of BPM5 and was 
renamed the Survey of International Investment. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 

Data by reference quarter are loaded to the ABSDB every quarter. 
Data are available for use (released) 9 weeks after the end of the 
reference quarter. 

Country data is available 7 months after the reference year. 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
14/02/2005 11:24 AM 


This page last updated 11 September 2008 


Archived content. See ABS Website for latest information and statistics 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 


The Survey of International Trade in Services (SITS) is an important 
information source for compiling Australia's balance of payments of 
statistics. Balance of payments statistics are compiled from existing 
administration systems wherever possible (eg most information on 
exports and imports of goods is obtained from the Australian 
Customs Service). However, for most types of trade in services there 
is no alternative information source and ABS must obtain the 
necessary information from the providers of these services. Following 
is an outline of the nature, uses and users of balance of payments 
statistics 


Balance of payments 


The balance of payments is one of Australia's key sets of economic 
statistics. The balance of payments measures the economic 
transactions between Australian residents and the rest of the world. 
Economic transactions include: 


e exports and imports of goods; 

e exports and imports of services; 

e income flows eg dividends and interest earned by 
foreigners/Australians on investments in Australia/abroad; 

e capital flows eg acquisition/disposal of non-produced non-financial 
assets from/to abroad; 


e financial flows eg investment in shares, debt securities and loans, 
and 
e transfers eg funds brought by migrants to Australia. 


Balance of payments statistics assist a wide range of decisions, for 
example: 


e microeconomic and macroeconmic policy formulation; 
e economic performance assessment, and 
e multilateral and bilateral trade negotiations. 


Users of balance of payments statistics include: 


e Government eg the Commonwealth Treasury, Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade and the Reserve Bank of Australia; 

e finance sector economists, national and international investors; 
e financial journalists; and 

e international agencies such as the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 


There is no comprehensive source or list to identify enterprises that 
engage in trade in services. Other alternative sources including, the 
ABS Australian Business Register (ABR), newspaper articles, 
industry bodies and associations, annual reports, ATO records, and 
other ABS surveys are used to identify enterprises that may be in 
scope of the survey. These enterprises are sent a coverage 
questionnaire to confirm their details. 


PURPOSE 

The data are used in conjunction with other source data, for the 
compilation of services export (credits) and import (debits) estimates 
in the balance of payments. 


International Standards (BPM6, MSITS 2010, EBOPS 2010) 
recommend publishing by 12 service types: 


a) Manufacturing services on physical inputs owned by others 
b) Maintenance and repair services n.i.e. 

c) Transport 

d) Travel 

e) Construction 

f) Insurance and Pension services 

g) Financial services 

h) Charges for the use of intellectual property n.i.e. 

i) Telecommunications, computer and information services 
j) Other business services 

k) Personal, cultural and recreational services 


l) Government goods and services n.i.e. 


Of which, we do not have an alternate data source for c, e, h, i, j, k 
and parts of d and g. 


This survey collects data for the service types we do not have an 
alternate data source for. Additionally, this survey also collects 
information for Balance of Payments and International Investment 
data sets. 


The coverage survey (BOP45) is sent to businesses who are likely 
undertaking trade in services. The businesses are selected from an 
algorithm based on characteristics from the business register, SITS 
intelligence and business profiling information. The results of the 
coverage form determine: 


e whether it is in scope (Selecting any value inc, d, e, g, h, i, j, k) 
e stratum (The value of trade in services in particular service 
types). 


SCOPE 

The scope of the SITS is all resident enterprises in Australia that 
engage in (or are likely to in the near future) certain selected services 
traded internationally (ie with non-residents) or who earn or pay 
royalties and licence fees from or to non-residents. 


In 2013 the survey population was approximately 3,300 enterprises 
and the number of business surveyed each quarter was 
approximately 1,350 with approximately 880 businesses completely 
enumerated (i.e they are surveyed each quarter and not rotated out 
of the survey). The remainder represent a partial coverage of units, 
with businesses out of scope of the collection not sent a survey. 


DATA DETAIL 

Conceptual framework 

The conceptual framework is provided by the International Monetary 
Fund's Balance of Payments and International Investment Position 
Manual (Sixth Edition, 2009, BPM6). Further elaboration is provided 
in the United Nation's Manual on Statistics of International Trade in 
Services (2010, MSITS 2010). 


Broadly speaking, the Australian balance of payments is a statistical 
statement designed to provide a systematic record of Australia's 

economic transactions with the rest of the world. It may be described 
as a system of consolidated accounts in which the accounting entity 


is the Australian economy and the entries refer to economic 
transactions between residents of Australia and residents of the rest 
of the world (non-residents). 


For further information refer to Balance of Payments and International 
Investment Position, Australia, Concepts Sources and Methods (ABS 
eat.no, 5332.0), 


Main outputs 
The SITS provides estimates of international trade in services which 
are published: 


e monthly in International Trade in Goods and Services (ABS 
cat.no. 5368.0); 

e quarterly in Balance of Payments and International Investment 
Position, Australia (ABS cat.no. 5302.0); and 

e annually in International Trade in Services by Country, by State 
and by Detailed Services Category, Financial Year (ABS cat.no. 
5368.0.55.003), International Trade in Services by Country, by 
State and by Detailed Services Category, Calendar Year (ABS 
cat.no. 5368.0.55.004) and Characteristics of Australia's Exports 
(ABS cat. no. 5368.0.55.006) 


Classifications 
The main classifications used in SITS are: 


e service type (Extended Balance of Payments Services - 
EBOPS); 

e partner country; 

e state; 


Other concepts (summary) 
Not applicable. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 

Australia 

New South Wales 

Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 

Western Australia 

Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

ACT 

Comments and/or Other Regions 
Residents of Norfolk Island and other external territories of Australia 


are regarded as residents of Australia's economic territory. 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 


Quarterly 


Frequency comments 
Survey of International Trade in Services (SITS) is a quarterly survey. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 

The SITS commenced as an annual survey with respect to the 
reference year 1987-88 and became a quarterly survey in the 
reference year 1995-96. 


Up until the March quarter 2014, there are 11 different form types: 


BOP24: Non-resident Producers of Sea Transport Services 

BOP 25: Australian Resident Producers of Sea Transport Services 
BOP30: Non-Resident Producers of Air Transport Services 
BOP31: Australian Resident Producers of Air Transport Services 
BOP40: Transactions of Resident with Non-Residents in Services 
and Royalties 

BOP41: Telecommunication Services 

BOP42: Postal Services 

BOP46: Audio-Visual Royalties and Services 

BOP47: Information Technology Services and Royalties 

BOP49: Education Services 

BOP51: Offshore Gambling Services 


Additionally we also have the BOP45: Coverage Survey of 
International Trade in Services. This survey is used to identify 
businesses which have relevant Trade in Services. BOP45 was 
redesigned and transitioned to a web-based collection from March 
2013. The results of the coverage form feed through the business 
register and updates the collection object associated with SITS. This 
collection object informs information surrounding the survey, 
including form type and stratification. 


From the June quarter 2014 reference period, we aim to be a single 
paper form and a single web-based form collection. With the above 
11 forms (excluding BOP45) merged with significant duplication 
removed. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 

The data from SITS is combined with other sources of data for trade 
in services, to provide a comprehensive picture of trade in services 
(on a balance of payments basis). Data releases are described above 
under Main Outputs. 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
22/12/2015 01:32 PM 


This page last updated 17 November 2016 


Archived content. See ABS Website for latest information and statistics 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

The Australian international trade price indexes (ITPISs) measure the 
changes in the prices paid for imports of merchandise that are landed 
in Australia each quarter and prices received for exports of 
merchandise that are shipped from Australia each quarter. 


International trade price indexes 


e Import Price Index (IPI) - an input price index 
e Export Price Index (EPI) - an output index 


PURPOSE 

Import and export prices are important extensions of domestic PPIs. 
They are used in the deflation of external trade values to provide 
indicators of the volume of international trade. Also, import prices 
feed into producer input indexes, since these are an important 
contribution to producer costs. Similarly, export prices feed into 
producer output indexes, since exports frequently represent a 
significant component of producer revenue. 


Price instability introduces uncertainty into economic analysis and 
decision making, so the main uses of the PPI and ITPI relate to 
efforts to minimise that uncertainty. They have the following main 
uses: 


e as anational accounts deflator; 

e as ashort-term indicator of inflationary trends; 

e for indexation in legal contracts in both the public and private 
sectors, particularly for more detailed PP! components; 


by international organisations such as Eurostat, the OECD and 
IMF for economic monitoring and comparison. 


SCOPE 
International Trade Price Indexes 


International trade price indexes measure changes in the price paid 
for imports of merchandise that are landed in Australia each quarter 
and prices received for exports of merchandise that are shipped from 
Australia each quarter. 


The import price index excludes the following items (representing 
approximately 5% of the value of merchandise imported during the 
weighting period) because of the inherent difficulties in pricing the 
items to constant quality: 


e live animals (not for food) 

e jewellery and other articles of precious metal n.e.s. 
e military equipment 

e commodities not classified according to kind 

e works of art, collectors’ pieces, antiques 

e railway vehicles 

e ships of various types. 


The export price index includes re-exports of merchandise (i.e. goods 
which are imported into Australia and exported at a later date without 
physical transformation). 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 


International trade price indexes measure changes in the prices of 
imports of merchandise that are landed in Australia each quarter-the 
import price index, and exports of merchandise that are shipped from 
Australia each quarter-the export price index. 


The indexes are calculated on the index reference period 2011-12 = 
100.0. 


Scope 


The import price index excludes the following items (representing 
approximately 5% of the value of merchandise imported during the 
weighting period) because of the inherent difficulties in pricing the 
items to constant quality: 


e live animals (not for food) 


jewellery and other articles of precious metal n.e.s. 
military equipment 

commodities not classified according to kind 
works of art, collectors’ pieces, antiques 

railway vehicles 

ships of various types. 


The export price index includes re-exports of merchandise (i.e. goods 
which are imported into Australia and exported at a later date without 
physical transformation). 


Price measurement 


In general, prices of individual shipments are obtained from major 
importers and exporters of the selected items and relate to the 
quarter in which the imported goods physically arrive in Australia and 
the exported goods physically leave Australia. 


Imports are priced on a ‘free on board’ (f.o.b.), country of origin basis. 
Therefore freight and insurance charges involved in shipping goods 
from foreign to Australian ports are excluded from the prices used in 
the index, as are Australian import duties and taxes. Similarly, 
exports are priced on af.o.b. basis at the main Australian ports of 
export. Exports are exempt from taxes on products. 


As the prices used in the indexes are expressed in Australian 
currency, changes in the relative value of the Australian dollar and 
overseas currencies can have a direct impact on price movements for 
the many commodities that are bought and sold in currencies other 
than Australian dollars. Prices reported in a foreign currency are 
converted to Australian dollars using relevant exchange rates. Where 
imports or exports are transacted in prices expressed in terms of a 
foreign currency and forward exchange cover is used, the prices in 
the indexes exclude the forward exchange cover. 


The main pricing methodology used is specification pricing, under 
which a manageable sample of precisely specified products is 
selected, in consultation with each reporting business, for repeat 
pricing. In specifying the products, care is taken to ensure that they 
are fully defined in terms of all the characteristics which influence 
their transaction prices. As such, all the relevant technical 
characteristics need to be described (e.g. make, model, features) 
along with the unit of sale, type of packaging, conditions of sale (e.g. 
delivered, payment within 30 days), etc. The goods are also specified 
by country and market in order to lessen the impact of price 
variations attributable solely to changes over time in the mix of 
countries, or markets. 


When the quality or specifications of an item being priced change 
over time, adjustments are made to the reported prices so that the 
index captures only pure price change. That is, any element of price 
change attributable to a change in quality is removed. If there is an 


increase (decrease) in the quality of an item, then the price index is 
adjusted downwards (upwards) to reflect the ‘worth’ of the quality 
change. This technique is known as pricing to constant quality. 


Wherever possible, prices from volume selling products being traded 
with predominant countries, or markets, are obtained to ensure 
specifications have a good chance of being re-priced over time and 
index series are representative of overall price movements. Individual 
product weights and weights between markets and countries are 
regularly reviewed to keep the indexes up to date. 


Items and weights 


The import price index and export price index are annually 
reweighted chained Lowe indexes. This method of weighting was 
introduced in the September quarter 2000 and replaces the 'fixed- 
base’ method of weighting in which the weighting patterns are 
updated infrequently (generally once every 5 or 10 years). 


The annual reweighting and chaining process involves a number of 
steps in order to provide new weights each year. Each September 
quarter the weights of the import price index are updated to reflect 
the average value of merchandise imports landed in Australia in the 
previous financial year. This differs slightly from the export price 
index where the weights are updated in the September quarter of 
each year and are derived from the average value of export items 
during the two previous financial years, due to the greater volatility 
associated with the value of export items. The weights are revalued 
to reflect link period (June quarter of the latest year) price levels; this 
means, for example, that in the September quarter 2005, the weights 
for the import price index are effectively determined using quantities 
from 2004-05 and prices from June quarter 2005. Indexes derived by 
using the new weights for the September quarter 2005 are then 
linked to the already published June quarter 2005 (link period) levels 
which were derived using the previous series weights. Using this 
methodology, long-term chain linked series can be constructed over 
time on a consistent reference base for continuity and user 
convenience, but using annually refreshed weights. The reference 
base for each index series continues to be 2011-12=100 even though 
the weights are being updated each year. 


The commodities directly represented in each index (the index items) 
are selected on the basis of the significance of their import and export 
values in relevant weighting period. All significant commodities were 
selected for pricing. The weights for minor commodities which are not 
directly priced are included with those of comparable directly priced 
items whose prices are likely to move in a similar way. 

Main outputs 


Publications 


International Trade Price Indexes, Australia (6457.0) - Contains 


indexes measuring changes in the prices of imports of merchandise 
that are landed in Australia each quarter (the Import Price Index), and 
exports of merchandise that are shipped from Australia each quarter 
(the Export Price Index). 


ABS web site 


The current quarter key figures, time series spreadsheets, notes, 
analyses and comments and Explanatory Notes are available from 
the 'Summary' tab of the 6457.0 pages on the ABS Website. 


Classifications 


The main classification used for both the import and export price 
indexes is the Standard International Trade Classification (SITC), 
Revision 4. 


The import price index is also presented by Balance of Payments 
Broad Economic Categories which have been disaggregated into 
balance of payments groupings of consumption goods, capital goods 
and intermediate and other merchandise goods and ANZSIC division 
and subdivision. 


The export price index is also presented by Balance of Payments 
classification of export groupings and ANZSIC division and 


subdivision. 
Other concepts (summary) 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 


Comments and/or Other Regions 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Quarterly 


Frequency comments 


COLLECTION HISTORY 
International Trade Price Indexes 


Export Price Index 


An index of export prices has been published since 1901. The first 
index was compiled annually from 1901 to 1916-17 as a current 
weighted unit value index. The method of calculation was changed in 
1918 to incorporate fixed weights. An index on this basis was 
published for the years 1897 to 1929-30. An index of export prices 
was not published again until 1937 when two series were introduced. 
One index used fixed weights and the other changing weights. These 
indexes used actual export prices in place of unit values. These 
indexes were compiled until 1962. 


The next index was introduced in August 1962. This index was a 
fixed weights index with a reference base of 1959-60 = 100.0. This 
index was compiled until July 1969 when a new interim index, using 
weights based on 1969-70, was linked to this series. This index was 
published until June 1979 when it was replaced by the first series of 
the current Export Price Index. This first series was compiled ona 
monthly basis with a reference base of 1974-75 =100.0 anda 
weighting pattern based on the value of exports for the three years to 
June 1997. The index was reviewed in 1990 and a new series, ona 
reference base of 1989-90 = 100.0 and weights based on 1988-89, 
was introduced in September 1990 and published in Export Price 
Index, Australia (cat. no. 6405.0). The indexes have been compiled 
and released on a quarterly basis since September quarter 1997. 


The Export Price Index, Australia, was reviewed in 1999, with a new 
series introduced from September quarter 2000. As a result of this 
review, the ‘fixed-base’ method of weighting was changed to an 
annually re-weighted and chained method. The weights are revised in 
the September quarter of each year and are derived from the 
average value of export items during the two previous financial years. 


In June quarter 2001 Export Price Index, Australia (cat. no. 6405.0) 
was combined with Import Price Index, Australia (cat. no. 6414.0) into 
a single publication, International Trade Price Indexes, Australia (cat. 
no. 6457.0). In the September quarter 2012 the ITPIs were re- 
referenced to 2011-12 = 100 


Import Price Index 


Import price measures in Australia have a considerable history, with 
an import price index published by the Reserve Bank of Australia 


(RBA) from 1928 until September 1982. The first index of import 
prices produced by the ABS was introduced in May 1983, through the 
publication /mport Price Index, Australia (cat. no. 6414.0). This index 
was compiled quarterly from September quarter 1981 until June 
quarter 1991 (on a reference base of 1981-82 = 100.0). 


A re-weighted index of import prices was introduced in September 
1991 with index numbers compiled monthly from April 1991 until June 
1997. This series had a reference base of 1989-90 = 100.0. The 
weights were based on the average value of merchandise imports 
landed in Australia during 1988-89 and 1989-90. 


The indexes have been compiled and released on a quarterly basis 
since September quarter 1997. 


In 1999, a review of the index was undertaken with the findings 
published in Information Paper: Review of the Import Price Index and 
Export Price Index (cat. no. 6424.0). One of the results of the review 
was a move to an annually re-weighted chained index, whereby each 
September quarter the weights of the index are updated to reflect the 
average value of merchandise imports landed in Australia in the 
previous financial year. 


In June quarter 2001 both Import Price Index, Australia (cat. no. 
6414.0) and Export Price Index, Australia (cat. no. 6405.0) were 
replaced by a single publication /nternational Trade Price Indexes, 
Australia (cat. no. 6457.0) which covers both the import price index 
and the export price index. 


In the September quarter 2012 the ITPIs were re-referenced to 2011- 
12 = 100 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
30/05/2018 12:13 PM 


This page last updated 19 June 2018 


Archived content. See ABS Website for latest information and statistics 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 


There is policy interest in promoting internet use in the business and 
household sectors as access to the internet has the potential to 
deliver economic and social benefits. Business use of the internet 
can improve business productivity and international market access, 
while household use of the internet has various social implications 
related to skill development and service access. There is also policy 
interest in equality of access to internet services Australia wide, 
particularly in regional locations. 


Internet Service Providers (ISPs) are the main avenue of internet 
access for households and businesses. Hence, there is interest in 
statistics on the nature and growth of the ISP industry, characteristics 
and location of customers, and related telecommunications 
infrastructure. As the ISP industry is dynamic and continually 
evolving, there is also interest in a time series which measures 
changes to the industry and technologies. The Internet Activity 
Survey (IAS) is designed to meet these needs. 


PURPOSE 

The main purpose of the ABS IAS is to provide a set of regular 
indicators of internet activity in Australia. This survey complements 
other ABS IT related surveys including Business Use of IT (BUIT), 
Household Use of IT (HUIT) and supplementary IT questions on the 
Census of Population and Housing. 


Key users of this data are: the Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission (ACCC); the Australian Communications and Media 
Authority (ACMA); the Department of Communications; and the 


Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) 
which utilise IAS data for international comparisons. An ongoing 
relationship with these key users allows the ABS to ensure their 
requirements are met by the IAS. 


SCOPE 

The scope of the collection is all resident Australian ISPs (i.e. all 
businesses that supply internet connectivity services to individuals, 
businesses and other organisations). The ABS derives the population 
from a list of ISPs registered with the Telecommunications Industry 
Ombudsman. 


Organisations that provide internet access on a casual basis are 
excluded from the scope of the survey population. Examples of these 
types of organisations include: 

e Libraries 

e Internet kiosks 

e Internet cafes 

e Hotspots or hotzones 


Most IAS survey cycles are conducted with a limited scope format. It 
is expected that the ABS will conduct a full census cycle at least 
every three years, with the last census conducted in respect of the 
June cycle 2010. Details of the reduced scope and census cycles are 
as follows: 


Census 

All Australian ISPs are surveyed in a census cycle. One of two form 
types is sent to each ISP depending on the ISP's total number of 
subscribers. 


e ISPs with more than 1,000 active subscribers are sent a long 
form which asks all questions and covers all data items (i.e. type 
of subscriber, access technology, download speed, mobile 
handset internet subscribers, volume of data downloaded, 
location of subscriber, and other services offered); and 

e ISPs with 1,000 or less subscribers are sent a shorter version of 
the form which asks a subset of the questions (i.e. type of 
subscriber, access technology, and download speed). 


Limited scope 

Only Australian ISPs with more than 1,000 subscribers are surveyed 
in a limited scope cycle. These ISPs are sent a long form which asks 
all questions and covers all data items (i.e. type of subscriber, access 
technology, download speed, mobile handset internet subscribers, 
volume of data downloaded, location of subscriber, and other 
services offered). 


This approach to the IAS scope provides frequent and timely data on 
key trends, while keeping resource usage and provider load to 
acceptable levels, particularly for small ISPs.. 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 


The IAS was originally a quarterly census survey which collected 
details of internet activity services provided by all ISPs in Australia. 
The collection frequency was reduced from quarterly to biannual from 
September 2001. The collection continued to be collected every 
March and September until March 2005 when the collection was 
suspended for review. 


Following the review, the collection frequency of a census collection 
reduced to annual from September 2006. However, a subset of the 
population (i.e. those ISPs with more than 10,000 active subscribers) 
were surveyed in the March cycle so as to continue to collect 
frequent data on key industry trends. 


In response to the OECD's need for more timely data, another review 
was undertaken in August 2007. An outcome of this review was to 
change the collection reference cycles from March and September to 
June and December. This commenced in December 2007, when the 
December cycle became the census of ISPs and the June cycle the 
limited scope collection where data was obtained only from those 
ISPs with more than 10,000 subscribers. 


A further change was made in June 2009, when the collection timing 
changed to a biannual collection, with both the June and December 
collections covering only ISPs with more than 1,000 subscribers. This 
approach to the IAS provides frequent and timely data on key trends 
while keeping resource usage and provider load to acceptable levels, 
particularly for smaller ISPs. The ABS last conducted a full census of 
all Australian ISPs, where those ISPs with 1,000 or less subscribers 
complete only a subset of questions, in respect of the three months 
ended 30 June 2013. The overall contribution of these smaller ISPs 
was less than 1% of all subscribers for the June 2013 IAS census. 


Prior to December 2009, IAS excluded internet subscribers via 
mobile handsets. In December 2009, based on a change in OECD 
methodology, the IAS broadened the definition of mobile wireless 
subscribers to include mobile handset internet users. This was to 
facilitate international comparisons and to provide statistics to key 
users on a rapidly growing internet technology in Australia. These 
changes were made in consultation with key users and providers. 
Data on internet subscribers via mobile handsets were collected in 
December 2009 but were not published due to provider reporting 
issues. In June 2010, the IAS published its first set of statistics on 
numbers of internet subscribers via mobile handsets and volumes of 
data downloaded by these subscribers. Data was presented in 
experimental form as an appendix. Since December 2010, data has 
been included in the main body of the IAS release. So as to retain the 
Original time series, mobile handset subscribers are published 


separately from other IAS data. 


Main outputs 

ABS catalogue Internet Activity, Australia 8153.0 contains details of 
internet activity supplied by ISPs in Australia. The publication and the 
associated data cubes include information on internet subscribers, 
types of internet connections, sector of the internet users (i.e. 
business/household), volume of data downloaded, advertised 
download speed of the internet connection and location of the 
subscriber (by state or territory). 


The frequency of the collection provides an indication of the growth in 
the number of Australian households and businesses obtaining 
access to the internet. In addition, the IAS indicates movements in 
the type of internet technology accessed in Australia. 


Classifications 

ISPs are classified by size ranges according to the number of 
business and/or household subscribers they report in the IAS. The 
size categories have been determined in consultation with the ABS 
Economic Standards Section. The size classifications are: 


Size of ISP Definition of Size 


Very large 100,001+ 


Other classifications used, including type of access technology and 
access speed ranges, have been developed in consultation with key 
providers and users of IAS data and are regularly reviewed to ensure 
they remain current. 


Other concepts (summary) 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 

Queensland 

South Australia 
Western Australia 


Tasmania 

Northern Territory 

ACT 

Comments and/or Other Regions 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Other 
Frequency comments 


The IAS collection was ceased in March 2005, it was then reviewed 
in June 2006 with the collection frequency changing to biannual with 
data being collected in March and September quarters. In May 2007, 
another review was undertaken to switch collection cycles from 
March and September to June and December to meet the reporting 
requirements of the OECD. At this stage all ISPs (census) reported 
data in a December quarter, and only those ISPs with more than 
10,000 active subscribers reported in a June quarter. 


As of June quarter 2009, subscribers with more than 1,000 active 
subscribers will report for every IAS cycle. Every three years a 
census of all IPSs will be run. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 


Reference Event 

period 

June 2011 Expanded the advertised download speed ranges 
to include 24Mbps to less than 1O0Mbps range, 
and 100Mbps or greater. 

December Two cycles of mobile handset data published, 

2010 enabling users to extract percentage movements. 

June 2010 Triennial census conducted. Also, data on internet 
subscribers via mobile handsets published. 

December Definition of mobile wireless broadened to include 

2009 internet subscribers via mobile handsets. 

June 2009 Limited scope changed to include ISPs with more 
than 1,000 subscribers. 

December Collection changed to December (census) and 

2007 June (limited scope) cycles. 


September Collection recommenced as an annual collection 
2006 following review and further development. 


However, for March cycles, a limited scope 
collection of ISPs with more than 10,000 
subscribers was collected. 


June 2006 Data collected only from ISPs with more than 
10,000 subscribers operating in Australia. The 
limited scope collection was undertaken to 
measure growth in the industry prior to the 
September 2006 collection. 

March 2005 Collection suspended pending review. 

September Substantial redevelopment of the collection form 

2003 including new and revised data items. 

September Responsibility for collection transferred from 

2002 Queensland to Western Australia. 


March 2002 First biannual collection. 


September First (quarterly) collection. 
2000 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 
Data availability comments 


N/A 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE FOR THIS DOCUMENT 
03/06/2014 04:04 PM 


This page last updated 24 December 2014 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 


Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 


There is policy interest in promoting internet use in the business and 
household sectors, as access to the internet has the potential to 
deliver economic and social benefits. Business use of the internet 
can improve business productivity and international market access, 
while household use of the internet has various social implications 
related to skill development and service access. There is also policy 
interest in equality of access to internet services Australia wide, 
particularly in regional locations. 


Internet Service Providers (ISPs) are the main avenue of internet 
access for households and businesses. Hence, there is interest in 
statistics on the nature and growth of the ISP industry, characteristics 
and location of customers, and related telecommunications 
infrastructure. As the ISP industry is dynamic and continually 
evolving, there is also interest in a time series which measures 
changes to the industry and technologies. The Internet Activity 
Survey (IAS) survey is designed to meet these needs. 


PURPOSE 
The main purpose of the ABS IAS is to provide a set of regular partial 


indicators of internet activity in Australia. This survey complements 
other IT surveys already produced, including Business Use of IT 


(BUIT), Government Use of IT (GUIT), Household Use of IT (HUIT), 
Farm Use of IT (FUIT) and supplementary IT questions on the 
Agricultural Survey and the 2006 Census of Population and Housing. 


Key users of this data are: the Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission (ACCC); the Australian Communications and Media 
Authority (ACMA); the Department of Broadband Communications 
and the Digital Economy (DBCDE); and the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) which utilises IAS 
data for international comparisons. Ongoing relationships with these 
key users allows the ABS to ensure their requirements are met by the 
IAS. 


SCOPE 


The scope of the collection is all resident Australian ISPs (i.e. all 
businesses that supply internet connectivity services to individuals, 
businesses and other organisations). 


Organisations that provide internet access on a casual basis are 
excluded from the scope of the survey population. Examples of these 
types of organisations include: 


Libraries 

Internet kiosks 
Internet cafes 
Hotspots or hotzones 


Most IAS survey cycles are conducted with a reduced scope format. 
A full census cycle will be conducted approximately every three 
years, with the last census conducted in respect of the June quarter 
2010 and the next census planned for the June quarter 2013. Details 
of the reduced scope and census cycles are as follows: 


Census 

All Australian ISPs with active subscribers are surveyed in a census 
cycle. One of two form types is sent to each ISP depending on the 
ISP's total number of active subscribers. 


e ISPs with more than 1,000 active subscribers are sent a long 
form which asks all questions and covers all data items (i.e. type 
of subscriber, access technology, download speed, mobile 
handset internet subscribers, volume of data downloaded, 
location of subscriber, and SPAM filtering and other services 
offered); and 

e ISPs with 1,000 or less active subscribers are sent a shorter 
version of the form which asks a subset of the questions (i.e. 


type of subscriber, access technology, and download speed). 


Reduced scope 

Only Australian ISPs with more than 1,000 active subscribers are 
surveyed in a reduced scope cycle. These ISPs are sent a long form 
which asks all questions and covers all data items (i.e. type of 
subscriber, access technology, download speed, mobile handset 
internet subscribers, volume of data downloaded, location of 
subscriber, and SPAM filtering and other services offered). 


This approach to the IAS scope provides frequent and timely data on 
key trends, while keeping resource usage and provider load to 
acceptable levels, particularly for small ISPs. 


DATA DETAIL 


Conceptual framework 

The IAS was originally a quarterly census survey which collected 
details of internet activity services provided by all ISPs in Australia. 
The population is derived by the ABS from a list of ISPs registered 
with the Telecommunications Industry Ombudsman. The collection 
frequency was reduced from quarterly to biannual from September 
2001 and continued to be collected every March and September until 
March 2005 when the collection was suspended for review. 


Following the review, the collection frequency reduced to annual from 
September 2006. However, a subset of the population (i.e. those 
ISPs with more than 10,000 active subscribers) were surveyed in the 
March quarters so as to continue to collect frequent data on key 
industry trends. 


In response to the OECD's need for more timely data, another review 
was undertaken in August 2007. An outcome of this review was to 
change the collection reference quarters from March and September 
to June and December. This commenced in December 2007, when 
the December quarter became the census of ISPs and the June 
quarter collecting data only from those ISPs with more than 10,000 
active subscribers. 


A further change was made in June 2009, when the collection scope 
changed to two biannual collections both covering only ISPs with 
more than 1,000 subscribers. This enables the release of data that 
would otherwise be confidential. It also represents a more efficient 
use of resources, as the ISPs with less than 1,000 subscribers 
accounted for 71% of ISPs but contributed less than 1% to aggregate 
data for June quarter 2010. It is planned that a census cycle will be 
conducted approximately every three years, with the next census due 
in June quarter 2013. 


Prior to December 2009, IAS excluded internet subscribers via 
mobile handsets. In December 2009, based on a change in OECD 
methodology, the IAS broadened the definition of mobile wireless 


subscribers to include mobile handset internet users. This was to 
facilitate international comparisons and to provide statistics to key 
users on a rapidly growing internet technology in Australia. These 
changes were made in consultation with key users and respondents. 
Data on internet subscribers via mobile handsets were collected in 
December 2009 but were not published due to respondent reporting 
issues. In June 2010, the IAS published its first set of statistics on 
numbers of internet subscribers via mobile handsets and volumes of 
data downloaded by these subscribers. Data was presented in 
experimental form as an appendix. For December 2010, two quarters 
of data is now available, enabling percentage movement to be 
extracted. The data is now included in the main body of the IAS web 
release. 


Main outputs 

ABS catalogue number 8153.0 contains details of internet activity 
supplied by ISPs in Australia. It includes information on internet 
subscribers, types of internet connections, sector of the users (i.e. 
business/household), volume of data downloaded, speed of the 
internet connection and location of the subscriber (by state or 
territory). 


The frequency of the collection provides an indication of the growth in 
the number of Australian households and businesses obtaining 
access to the internet. In addition, the IAS indicates movements in 
the type of internet technology accessed in Australia. 


Classifications 

ISPs are classified by size ranges according to the number of 
business and/or private subscribers they report in the IAS. The size 
categories have been determined in consultation with the ABS 
Economic Standards Section. The size classifications are: 


Definition of Size 
(no. of 
subscribers) 


Very small 1-100 


Small Hoi-1,000. | 


Other classifications used, including access type and access speed 
ranges, have been developed in consultation with key providers and 
users of IAS data and are regularly reviewed to ensure they remain 
current. They are consistent with similar demand-side questions used 
in BUIT, FUIT, GUIT and HUIT. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 


Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 
Northern Territory 
ACT 


Comments and/or Other Regions 

There is strong demand for regional data but most ISPs are unable to 
provide this level of detail without incurring significant costs. Other 
means of collecting this information are being explored by users. 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Biannual 


COLLECTION HISTORY 


Reference Event 

period 

December Two quarters of mobile handset data published, 

2010 enabling users to extract percentage movements. 

June 2010 Triennial census conducted. Also, data on internet 
subscribers via mobile handsets published. 

December Definition of mobile wireless broadened to include 

2009 internet subscribers via mobile handsets. 

June 2009 Reduced scope changed to include ISPs with more 
than 1,000 active subscribers. 

December Collection changed to December (census) and 

2007 June (reduced scope) quarters. 


Collection recommenced as an annual collection 


following review and further development. 
However, for March quarters a reduced scope 


sample of ISPs with more than 10,000 active 
subscribers was collected. 


June 2006 Data collected only from ISPs with more than 
10,000 active subscribers operating in Australia. 
The reduced scope survey was undertaken to 
measure growth in the industry prior to the 
September 2006 collection. 


March 2005 Collection suspended pending review. 
September Substantial redevelopment of the collection form 
2003 including new and revised data items. 
September Responsibility for collection transferred from 


2002 |Queensland to Western Australia. 
March 2002 First biannual collection. 


September First (quarterly) collection. 
2000 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 


Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 


There is policy interest in promoting internet use in the business and 
household sectors, as access to the internet has the potential to 
deliver economic and social benefits. Business use of the internet 
can improve business productivity and international market access, 
while household use of the internet has various social implications 
related to skill development and service access. There is also policy 
interest in equality of access to internet services Australia wide, 
particularly in regional locations. 


Internet Service Providers (ISPs) are the main avenue of internet 
access for households and businesses. Hence, there is interest in 
statistics on the nature and growth of the ISP industry, characteristics 
and location of customers, and related telecommunications 
infrastructure. As the ISP industry is dynamic and continually 
evolving, there is also interest in a time series which measures 
changes to the industry and technologies. The Internet Activity 
Survey (IAS) survey is designed to meet these needs. 


PURPOSE 
The main purpose of the ABS IAS is to provide a set of regular partial 


indicators of internet activity in Australia. This survey complements 
other IT surveys already produced, including Business Use of IT 


(BUIT), Government Use of IT (GUIT), Household Use of IT (HUIT), 
Farm Use of IT (FUIT) and supplementary IT questions on the 
Agricultural Survey and the 2006 Census of Population and Housing. 


Key users of this data are: the Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission (ACCC); the Australian Communications and Media 
Authority (ACMA); the Department of Broadband Communications 
and the Digital Economy (DBCDE); and the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) which utilises IAS 
data for international comparisons. Ongoing relationships with these 
key users allows the ABS to ensure their requirements are met by the 
IAS. 


SCOPE 


The scope of the collection is all resident Australian ISPs (i.e. all 
businesses that supply internet connectivity services to individuals, 
businesses and other organisations). 


Organisations that provide internet access on a casual basis are 
excluded from the scope of the survey population. Examples of these 
types of organisations include: 


Libraries 

Internet kiosks 
Internet cafes 
Hotspots or hotzones 


Most IAS survey cycles are conducted with a reduced scope format. 
A full census cycle will be conducted approximately every three 
years, with the last census conducted in respect of the June quarter 
2010 and the next census planned for the June quarter 2013. Details 
of the reduced scope and census cycles are as follows: 


Census 

All Australian ISPs with active subscribers are surveyed in a census 
cycle. One of two form types is sent to each ISP depending on the 
ISP's total number of active subscribers. 


e ISPs with more than 1,000 active subscribers are sent a long 
form which asks all questions and covers all data items (i.e. type 
of subscriber, access technology, download speed, mobile 
handset internet subscribers, volume of data downloaded, 
location of subscriber, and SPAM filtering and other services 
offered); and 

e ISPs with 1,000 or less active subscribers are sent a shorter 
version of the form which asks a subset of the questions (i.e. 


type of subscriber, access technology, and download speed). 


Reduced scope 

Only Australian ISPs with more than 1,000 active subscribers are 
surveyed in a reduced scope cycle. These ISPs are sent a long form 
which asks all questions and covers all data items (i.e. type of 
subscriber, access technology, download speed, mobile handset 
internet subscribers, volume of data downloaded, location of 
subscriber, and SPAM filtering and other services offered). 


This approach to the IAS scope provides frequent and timely data on 
key trends, while keeping resource usage and provider load to 
acceptable levels, particularly for small ISPs. 


DATA DETAIL 


Conceptual framework 

The IAS was originally a quarterly census survey which collected 
details of internet activity services provided by all ISPs in Australia. 
The population is derived by the ABS from a list of ISPs registered 
with the Telecommunications Industry Ombudsman. The collection 
frequency was reduced from quarterly to biannual from September 
2001 and continued to be collected every March and September until 
March 2005 when the collection was suspended for review. 


Following the review, the collection frequency reduced to annual from 
September 2006. However, a subset of the population (i.e. those 
ISPs with more than 10,000 active subscribers) were surveyed in the 
March quarters so as to continue to collect frequent data on key 
industry trends. 


In response to the OECD's need for more timely data, another review 
was undertaken in August 2007. An outcome of this review was to 
change the collection reference quarters from March and September 
to June and December. This commenced in December 2007, when 
the December quarter became the census of ISPs and the June 
quarter collecting data only from those ISPs with more than 10,000 
active subscribers. 


A further change was made in June 2009, when the collection scope 
changed to two biannual collections both covering only ISPs with 
more than 1,000 subscribers. This enables the release of data that 
would otherwise be confidential. It also represents a more efficient 
use of resources, as the ISPs with less than 1,000 subscribers 
accounted for 71% of ISPs but contributed less than 1% to aggregate 
data for June quarter 2010. It is planned that a census cycle will be 
conducted approximately every three years, with the next census due 
in June quarter 2013. 


Prior to December 2009, IAS excluded internet subscribers via 
mobile handsets. In December 2009, based on a change in OECD 
methodology, the IAS broadened the definition of mobile wireless 


subscribers to include mobile handset internet users. This was to 
facilitate international comparisons and to provide statistics to key 
users on a rapidly growing internet technology in Australia. These 
changes were made in consultation with key users and respondents. 
Data on internet subscribers via mobile handsets were collected in 
December 2009 but were not published due to respondent reporting 
issues. In June 2010, the IAS published its first set of statistics on 
numbers of internet subscribers via mobile handsets and volumes of 
data downloaded by these subscribers. Data was presented in 
experimental form as an appendix. For December 2010, two quarters 
of data is now available, enabling percentage movement to be 
extracted. The data is now included in the main body of the IAS web 
release. 


Main outputs 

ABS catalogue number 8153.0 contains details of internet activity 
supplied by ISPs in Australia. It includes information on internet 
subscribers, types of internet connections, sector of the users (i.e. 
business/household), volume of data downloaded, speed of the 
internet connection and location of the subscriber (by state or 
territory). 


The frequency of the collection provides an indication of the growth in 
the number of Australian households and businesses obtaining 
access to the internet. In addition, the IAS indicates movements in 
the type of internet technology accessed in Australia. 


Classifications 

ISPs are classified by size ranges according to the number of 
business and/or private subscribers they report in the IAS. The size 
categories have been determined in consultation with the ABS 
Economic Standards Section. The size classifications are: 


Definition of Size 
(no. of 
subscribers) 


Very small 1-100 


Small Hoi-1,000. | 


Other classifications used, including access type and access speed 
ranges, have been developed in consultation with key providers and 
users of IAS data and are regularly reviewed to ensure they remain 
current. They are consistent with similar demand-side questions used 
in BUIT, FUIT, GUIT and HUIT. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 


Australia 

New South Wales 
Victoria 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 
Northern Territory 
ACT 


Comments and/or Other Regions 

There is strong demand for regional data but most ISPs are unable to 
provide this level of detail without incurring significant costs. Other 
means of collecting this information are being explored by users. 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Biannual 


COLLECTION HISTORY 


Reference Event 

period 

December Two quarters of mobile handset data published, 

2010 enabling users to extract percentage movements. 

June 2010 Triennial census conducted. Also, data on internet 
subscribers via mobile handsets published. 

December Definition of mobile wireless broadened to include 

2009 internet subscribers via mobile handsets. 

June 2009 Reduced scope changed to include ISPs with more 
than 1,000 active subscribers. 

December Collection changed to December (census) and 

2007 June (reduced scope) quarters. 


Collection recommenced as an annual collection 


following review and further development. 
However, for March quarters a reduced scope 


sample of ISPs with more than 10,000 active 
subscribers was collected. 


June 2006 Data collected only from ISPs with more than 
10,000 active subscribers operating in Australia. 
The reduced scope survey was undertaken to 
measure growth in the industry prior to the 
September 2006 collection. 


March 2005 Collection suspended pending review. 
September Substantial redevelopment of the collection form 
2003 including new and revised data items. 
September Responsibility for collection transferred from 


2002 |Queensland to Western Australia. 
March 2002 First biannual collection. 


September First (quarterly) collection. 
2000 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

The Interstate Trade collection is a quarterly survey which collects 
information about the interstate movement of goods into and out of 
Queensland to and from other parts of Australia. This movement can 
be by purchase, sale or transfer. The information sought is the dollar 
value of goods by commodity classification of the goods. The 
classification used is based on the Standard International Trade 
Classification (SITC). 


The scope of the collection is all businesses with State of Operation 
Queensland and Business Activity Statement (BAS) stratification 
turnover greater than $1,000,000 that do interstate trade. 


PURPOSE 

The main purpose of the Interstate Trade Queensland survey is to 
satisfy the information needs of the Queensland State government. 
The Queensland Treasury use the Interstate Trade data as input into 
budgetary matters, including the preparation of Queensland State 
Accounts, and for industry planning from an import replacement 
perspective. It is also used internally by the ABS' National Accounts 
Branch for compiling the annual State accounts. Summary tables are 
published quarterly on the ABS website in Interstate Trade, 
Queensland (ABS Cat No. 8502.3) and in Qld Stats (ABS Cat No. 
1318.3). 


SCOPE 


The scope of the new Queensland Interstate Trade (IST) Survey is all 
businesses with State of Operation Queensland and BAS 
stratification turnover greater than $1,000,000 that import or export 
goods. 


DATA DETAIL 

Conceptual framework 

The Interstate Trade Survey provides a measure of the value of 
goods crossing the Queensland border going to or coming from other 
parts of Australia. The goods are categorised according to the 
Standard International Trade Classification (SITC). 


Main outputs 

Tabular information showing the value of goods crossing the 
Queensland border going to or from other parts of Australia by 
commodity. 


Classifications 


Standard International Trade Classification (SITC) 
Australia and New Zealand Standard Industry Classification 
(ANZSIC) 


Other concepts (summary) 
Not Applicable 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Queensland 
Comments and/or Other Regions 


Reports Queensland's trade with the rest of Australia. 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Quarterly 


Frequency comments 


Data is collected and published on a quarterly basis. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 

From June quarter 2008, the Interstate Trade collection is being 
conducted under the Census and Statistics Act. Prior to June quarter 
2008, the data for Interstate Trade was collected under the 
Queensland Act: 'The Statistical Returns Act, 1896’. 


In June quarter 2008, a new survey methodology was introduced for 
the Interstate Trade collection. This new methodology included 


changes to the scope of the survey. Prior to this the collection was a 
‘limited scope census’, and included any entity which moved more 
than $400,000 of goods into or out of Queensland in a financial year. 
The scope changed in 2008 to all businesses with State of Operation 
Queensland and Business Activity Statement (BAS) stratification 
turnover greater than $1,000,000 that do interstate trade. 


In 1997, the ABS and Queensland Treasury redeveloped the IST 
frame. From June quarter 2008, the frame for the IST collection will 
be maintained from the Business Register. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 

Yes 

Data availability comments 

Data is published quarterly on the ABS website in Interstate Trade, 
Queensland (ABS Cat No. 8502.3) and in Qld Stats (ABS Cat No. 
1318;3). 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 

The Queensland State Supplementary survey was at the request of 
the Queensland Treasury and the Queensland Tourist and Travel 
Corporation to collect information on both overseas and interstate 
visits to Queensland, ond on interstate visits by Queenslanders. 


PURPOSE 

The major use of the information collected will be to assist the 
Queensland Government in estimating the contribution of tourism to 
the State and its regions. Currently no accurate data are available on 
visitor nights spent by overseas or interstate visitors in Queensland 
households by region. 


The Queensland Treasury will use the data to enhance their ability to 
monitor and to develop policies in relation to tourism within the state. 


SCOPE 

Usual residents of private dwellings and caravans in the private 
dwelling sample are in scope. Other Monthly Population Survey 
scope and coverage rules apply. 


DATA DETAIL 


Conceptual framework 
Information to be collected for each household in the private dwelling 
sample from one responsible adult aged 15 years and over. 


The principal data items are: 
Overseas and interstate visitors 


Month of visit 
Number of visitors (overseas and individual States) 
Number of nights stayed 
e Main purpose of visit 
Interstate visits by any member of the household 


e Number of persons who travelled 
e Number of nights spent interstate 
e Main purpose of visit 

Details of most recent trip 


Use of package tours 

Cost of package tour 

Cost of transport 

Other expenditure while travelling interstate 


Main outputs 

Visitor nights in Queensland households by origin and purpose 
Interstate visitor nights in Queensland households by State/Territory 
of origin and purpose 

Visitor nights in Queensland households by household type 

Visitor nights in Queensland households by region 

Interstate trips by Queensland residents by purpose of trip 
Interstate trip nights by Queensland residents by purpose of trip 
Interstate trip nights by Queensland residents by household type 
Interstate trip nights by Queensland residents by region 

Average cost per person of most recent interstate trip by purpose of 
trip 

Classifications 

Standard Monthly Population Survey classifications 


Other concepts (summary) 

Standard Monthly Population Survey definitions ; 

Overseas and interstate visitors - persons who are usual residents of 
an overseas country or another State or Territory in Australia and 
who have spent at least one night in a Queensland household; 

Visits - Must have commenced in the period 1 July to 30 September 
1994. Visits for the purpose of living permanently in Queensland are 
excluded. 

Visitor nights - The number of persons on a visit to a Queensland 
household multiplied by the number of nights. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Queensland 


Comments and/or Other Regions 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Once Only 


Frequency comments 


COLLECTION HISTORY 


Ad hoc survey 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 
This collection covers inventories of Australian produced wine types, 
unfermented grape juice, brandy and spirit. 


PURPOSE 

Data is used by the wine industry and industry observers to assess 
the availability of various wine types and as part of an input/output 
reconciliation for the industry. 


SCOPE 

The information on stocks of Australian produced wine is obtained 
from winemaking enterprises with sales of 250,000 litres or more in 
the previous financial year. 


DATA DETAIL 


Conceptual framework 

Details on inventories of Australian produced wine by wine type are 
collected at 30 June from Australian winemakers with wine sales of 
250,000 litres or more in the previous financial year. [Same 
population as the Sales of Australian Wine and Brandy by 
Winemakers collection for the current financial year] 


Main outputs 
Inventories of Australian produced wine by wine type, unfermented 


grape juice, brandy and spirit. 


Classifications 
Wine type 


Other concepts (summary) 

For the purposes of this collection, ‘Winemakers’ are those 
businesses which ferment wine, ie, take grape juice and turn it into 
wine. Businesses which blend wine only are considered to be outside 
the scope of this collection. This collection also includes 'sales 
balance’ items such as exports and wine purchases so that a unit 
reconciliation can be made. Data from the provider's Wine and Spirit 
Production form is also used as part of the reconciliation. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
Australia 


Comments and/or Other Regions 
Not Applicable 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Annually 


Frequency comments 

Collection forms are despatched approximately the end of June each 
year with a return date by the end of July. The data are published 
approximately six months following the reference period. 


COLLECTION HISTORY 
This collection has produced comparable data annually since 30 
June 1976 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 


Data availability comments 

Data are released approximately 6 months after the reference period, 
in the annual Australian Wine and Grape Industry (ABS Cat No. 
1329.0). 
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NAME OF ORGANISATION 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 


OVERVIEW 


The Survey of Inventories, Sales and Services is a quarterly survey which collects 
information on the book value of inventories, and income from the sale of goods and 
services, from private businesses in selected industries in Australia. Private 
households and public sector businesses (ie, all departments, authorities and other 
organisations owned or controlled by Commonwealth, State or Local Government) 
are outside the scope of the survey. Data is published at the industry division level, 
and at the sub-division level for Manufacturing. 


PURPOSE 


This survey provides key measures on the performance of Australian industry, and is 
an important component in the compilation of quarterly National Accounts. The data 
are used to compile estimates of the increase in book value of non-farm inventories, 
and to help derive quarterly chain volume measures of gross value added for 
selected industries. The data is also used by analysts in the private and public 
sectors. 


SCOPE 


The scope includes all private businesses in Australia. Public sector business units 
(i.e. all departments, authorities and other organisations owned and/or controlled by 
Commonwealth, State and Local Governments) are excluded. 

The Survey of Inventories, Sales and Services includes the following industries 
classified according to the Australian and New Zealand. 


The scope of the survey for the collection of inventories, sales of goods 
manufactured and income from the sales of goods and services includes the 


following industries classified according to the Australian and New Zealand Standard 
Industrial Classification 1993: 


Industries Inventories Sales of goods Income from sales 
of goods and 
services 


Mining (Division B) [ 


Manufacturing 
(Division C) 


x 
Xx 
Electricity and gas_ ||x 
supply (36) 
fF 


Wholesale Trade 
(Division F) 


Retail Trade xX x 
(Division G) x x 
Food (51) x x 
Personal and x x 
household goods bd 
(52) x 
Motor vehicle X 

retailing (631) 

Automotive fuel 

retailing (5321) 

Automotive 

electrical services 

(5322) 

Smash repairs 

(5323) 

Tyre retailing (5324) 

Automotive repair 

and services nec. 

(5239) 


Accommodation, X 
Cafes and x 
Restaurants xX 
(Division H) x 
Accommodation 
(571) 

Pubs, Taverns and 
Bars (572) 

Cafes and 
Restaurants (573) 
Clubs (Hospitality) 
(574) 


Communication 
Services (Division J) 


fF 


Transport and 
Storage (Division 1) 


Property and X 
Business Services 


Parks and gardens 


Personal Services 
(95) excluding: 
Video Hire outlets 


DATA DETAIL 
Conceptual framework 


Standard ABS integrated economic statistics framework. The survey, like most ABS 
economic collections, takes its frame from the ABS Business Register which is 
primarily based on registrations to the Australian Taxation Office's Group employer 
scheme. 


Main outputs 


Original, seasonally adjusted and trend estimates for inventories, and sales 
(Manufacturing and Wholesale Trade) are released in current price and chain volume 
measures. For publication purposes, inventories data are disaggregated by broad 
industry (Mining, Manufacturing, Wholesale, Retail and Other Selected Industries) 
and ANZSIC Manufacturing subdivisions. Experimental estimates for income from 
sales of goods and services for other selected industries are also published. 


Classifications 


The industry classification used is the Australian and New Zealand Standard Industry 
Classification (ANZSIC). Data is published at the industry division level, and at the 
sub-division level for Manufacturing. 


Other concepts (summary) 
The Survey of Inventories, Sales and Services used standard ABS data items. 


Income from the sales of goods and services includes income from sales of goods by 
the business and income from services provided such as commission income, repair 
and service income and fees, management fees, rent leasing and hiring income, 
delivery and installation charges, income from consulting services, sponsorship 


income, membership/subscription fees and royalties income. 


Inventories includes all inventories of material etc, work in progress and finished 
goods owned by the business, whether held at locations of the business or 
elsewhere. 


GEOGRAPHIC DETAIL 
1. National & State/Territory\1.01 Australia 
Comments and/or Other Regions 


COLLECTION FREQUENCY 
Quarterly 
Frequency comments 


Not applicable 


COLLECTION HISTORY 


1947 Commencement of the Survey of Stocks. Although collected half yearly, they 
were part of a collection known as the ‘Quarterly Business Surveys’ and were 
designed to provide indicators of short term movements in stocks for use in national 
income estimates. 


1973 Survey of Stocks becomes an integrated economic collection adopting standard 
units rules and the 1969 version of the Australian Standard Industrial Classification 
(ASIC). 


1989 Introduction of new statistical unit called the management unit. 


1994 ASIC replaced by the Australian and New Zealand Industrial Classification 
(ANZSIC) as the basis for compilation of industry statistics. 


1996 Survey frames and samples revised quarterly (previously these were revised 
annually) to ensure samples are more representative of the business population 


1997 Adjustment of estimates to allow for lags in processing new businesses to the 
ABS business register, and the omission of some businesses from the business 
register 


1999 Survey scope expanded to include collection of income from sales of goods and 
services from a number of service industries - national data was published on an 
experimental basis from June quarter 2000. 


Survey renamed to Survey of Inventories, Sales and Services . The term "stocks" 
was replaced with "inventories" to be consistent with treatment in the National 
Accounts 


Collection of manufacturers’ expected sales ceased and clients referred to ABS 
Business Expectations Survey as the source for expectations data. 


2001 From March quarter 2001, the Manufacturers’ sales series will be replaced by a 
new series comprising total income from the sales of goods and services for the 
manufacturing industry. 


DATA AVAILABILITY 
Yes 
Data availability comments 
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